
Ascension Lutheran Church 
2nd Sunday of Easter 
Sunday, April 19, 2020 

Welcome/Introduction 
 
Children's Challenge  
 
Call to Worship Forever, Chris Tomlin  

Give thanks to the Lord, our God and King  
His love endures forever 
For He is good, He is above all things 
His love endures forever 
Sing praise, sing praise 
From the rising to the setting sun 
His love endures forever 
By the grace of God, we will carry on 
His love endures forever 
Sing praise, sing praise 
 

Forever God is faithful 
Forever God is strong 
Forever God is with us, forever, forever 

 
Confession/Forgiveness 
P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen  
 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love  you and worthily magnify 
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C:  Amen.  
 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is 
faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

P:  Most merciful God,  
C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole hearts; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mer-
cy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. In 
the name of Jesus Christ + and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins.   

C:  Amen. 
 

ELW liturgy used by permission under Sundays and Seasons license SAS02813. Forever: Chris Tomlin © 2001 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capi-
tol CMG Publishing); worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing); All rights reserved. www.ccli.com; CCLI License # 
90978 



Hymn  Alleluia! Jesus is Risen! (v. 1, 4, 5) ELW 377 

 
Prayer 
P: Let us pray…Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, may 

we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. In your holy name we pray. 

C: Amen.  
 
Children’s Time  
 

Alleluia! Jesus is Risen! Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926; Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.; Thine Is the Glory Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-
1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939.  



Song Thine is the Glory (v. 1, 2, 3)  

 
Gospel Reading  John 20:19-31 
P: The Holy Gospel for this day comes from the book of St. John, the 20th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met 
were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, 
he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 
are retained.” 24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, 
and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 26 A week later his disciples were 
again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and 



put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have 
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30 Now Jesus 
did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you 
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Reflection  Pastor Chris 
 
Offering Amazing Grace, My Chains are Gone Ben Janzow 
 Tomlin, Newton, Giglio  
 
APOSTLES' CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 
virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the 
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec-
tion of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers/Lord’s Prayer  
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs: Lord God, we are 

living in this Easter season. We are Easter people celebrating the resurrection of our Savior from the dead. We grieve 
the loss of those we love, but we trust in your promise of eternal life offered with grace and love to each of us. Lord, in 
your mercy… 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

P: Lord God, we give you thanks for the timeless witness of your disciples who have shared the story of your love 
throughout the world. We give you thanks for our brothers and sisters in El Salvador, Tanzania, and at Cross Lutheran 
Church in Milwaukee for their continued witness to your resurrection glory. Keep us mindful of those who struggle in 
these days. Especially those who are lonely, those who are hungry, those who battle addiction, and those who are sep-
arated from family and friends. Holy One, bring your touch of peace and promise. Lord, in your mercy… 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

P: Holy God, hear our prayers for those who are suffering this day. We pray especially for Lotus Wollschlager and Ian 
recovering from a car accident. We pray for Jim and Jean preparing for surgery in the days ahead. We pray for Joann 
who is hospitalized. We ask you to surround Bob Ward and family at the loss of his dad Dennis. In these days, we 
pray for all those affected by the coronavirus: those who have died, those who are hospitalized, loved ones who cannot 
be present – and all those who give care – first responders, nurses, doctors, technicians, respiratory therapists, chap-
lains, and all who tend the healthcare community. Lord in your mercy… 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

P: Lord God, open our hearts to your power moving around us and between us and within us, until your glory is revealed 
in our love of both friend and enemy, in communities transformed by justice and compassion, and in the healing of all 
that is broken. In your holy name we pray… 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for-
ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (v. 1, 2, 4) 
 
Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with 

favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
Postlude Awake, My Heart, With Gladness, setting by Flor Peeters  


