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I 
n early January, I received a card from a friend with the following quote on 
the cover: “And now let us welcome the new year, full of things that have 
never been.” The words were written by poet and novelist Rainer Maria 

Rilke. The quote has stayed with me in these first weeks of this new year.  
 
Always – there is expectation, anticipation, hope at the ending of one year and 
the beginning of another. It is also an opportunity to evaluate and celebrate the 
journey that has unfolded during the past year. There are moments when I 
would rather ignore, dismiss, even deny challenges that have taken their toll on 
me in the past year. It is far easier to imagine the days ahead anticipating happi-
er and easier days. Yet, I am reminded that in reflecting on the past, I will often 
find the moments of peace and even joy in remembering where God came near 
to my suffering or brokenness. It turns out that our reflection on days gone by is 
as important as the excitement of what may come in this new year. 
 

Many of you know, I have learned to walk a new road over the past couple of years, with an unwelcome com-
panion, in dealing with Acute Idiopathic Recurrent Pancreatitis. More simply stated – it is pancreatitis without 
cause or trigger that shows up whenever the pancreas decides it needs a break. At its best, this companion is a 
frustration and a nuisance in my life. At its worst, it is a “take your breath away” kind of pain and an “upset 
your life routine” kind of schedule. Though, I like to believe I am superhuman and can tackle anything. The 
last couple of years have been humbling to be forced to put your life on hold to deal with a body that has an 
internal organ that misfires on occasion. When you are the person who so often tends the needs and suffering 
of others, it can turn your world upside down to be faced with the prospect of needing tending yourself. I share 
all of this with you because many of you have taught me how to walk with this new companion. Many of you 
have shared your own stories of struggle – the frustration, the anger, the betrayal of your body. I have listened 
to your stories and I have learned from you. I have done some listening to my own body also – to rest when a 
flare or episode arrives and to ask for help at the Emergency Department when managing at home is less than 
ideal.  
 
What all this means, in my life, is that I can fight the episodes and push through the pain and do my best to ig-
nore – and sometimes that is exactly what I do. And other times, I do my best to listen to what others tell me – 
rest, recover, renew. And in this new year – a fourth “R” is added – reflect. In the midst of the struggles over 
the past year, God has been present in some most amazing ways. I have had friends come and sit at the hospital 
with me. A pastoral assistant or two have found their way to my hospital room. My mom came to visit and af-
ter I told her she did not need to visit, she said, “Are you kidding, this is the best way to get you to myself for 
an entire hour!” It turns out the quote up above speaks to me for a couple of reasons. In welcoming the new 
year, “full of things that have never been,” I am learning to be more present to myself, to others, and to our 
God. When I first read the quote, I thought the “things that have never been” would be new adventures, new 
possibilities and indeed those experiences are always available. However, I have also learned that “things that 
have never been” may also lead me to moments where I am more present, more available, more attentive to 
myself and the world around me.  
 
Yes, I have much to learn in this new year. Perhaps that is why Epiphany, as the season of light, offers so 
much possibility and anticipation. God comes into the world. The light of God overwhelms the darkness. And 
in reflecting on some darker days and challenging moments, I am reminded that God promises a year of 
“things that have never been.” Bring it on God. Bring it all on. I am ready for the road ahead. I hope you are 
too. Remembering all the while that God is with us. 
 
Peace my friends. See you in church. 
 

Pastor Chris 

Pastoral Acts  

Funerals 
LeRoy Passolt, January 9  
Burt Weymier, January 31 

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE  
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LOVE YOUR CHURCH, LOVE THE WORLD 
 

As the world and the Hallmark Company celebrate Valentine’s Day on Feb. 14, here 
at Ascension we invite you to consider celebrating the gift of love in a slightly dif-
ferent way.  
 

During the month of February, we are celebrating Love Y our Church/Love Y our 
World month. On the windows of the sanctuary are a variety of hearts with different items the church can 
use in this new year. Every heart taken – every item purchased strengthens the church budget in some 
way. And yes, we could just ask you to increase your giving. However, there is something to be said for 
the tangible moment of purchasing an item yourself to help further the mission and ministry of God 
through your church community. 
 

Along with the items the church is seeking to assist in ministry in 2020, we are also inviting you to con-
sider items that will be shared with our partner church, El Buen Pastor in Usulután, El Salvador. 
 

Love Your Church 
Paper towel   Kleenex   Dish soap 
Windex    Clorox wipes   10-pack PaperMate pens 
Clear packaging tape  Gallon Ziplock bags  Clear press-and-seal plastic wrap 
Yellow legal pad, 6-pack  Hand sanitizer   Post-it notes (Z-fold) 
Box of envelopes, tape seal Cases of paper (8½ x 11, 8½ x 14, 11 x 17) 

 

Love Your World  
 

Our goal this year is to continue to support our sister parish in Usulután in finishing their church building 
so they might have a safe place to worship. The hardware store project had been saving money for several 
years to contribute to the building. It was their hope to provide the floor. When the owner of the church’s 
temporary worship space was murdered and the church needed to suspend worship, they decided to use 
those savings for the roof instead. The church needs $4000 for the windows, doors, and flooring to fully 
secure the new space.  
 

$10 - Flooring Tile $20 - Window Pane $25 - Seat in a pew $75 - Door 

LATINO MINISTRY  
This fall, we celebrated our first Spanish language baptism in the barn at 
Green Meadows. In January, we had our first baptisms in the Spanish 
Sanctuary. It was a special event as I baptized two adults that I have 
known since they were teenagers in El Salvador.  
 

The members of our Latino ministry have begun to feel that Ascension is 
their second home. They love the sense of community they feel here at 
church and are often the last to leave after worship on Sunday. In order to 
build on that feeling, we are going to start having a potluck lunch the last 
Sunday of the month. All are welcome to bring a dish to share and join 
us for fellowship. 
 

We have had more Latino families with young children join our church, 
so we are exploring opportunities to add an adult education time to Sun-
day mornings while the children are at Sunday school. 
  

Edwin Aparicio  
Spanish Language Minister 

Pastoral Acts  
 

Baptisms 
Misael Amaya Lopez, January 26 
Nelson Amaya Lopez, January 26 

JOYFUL WORSHIP  
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH  

FEBRUARY EVENTS 
BLAST 
Feb. 2 Large Group Opening 
 Lesson: Woman at the Well 
Feb. 9 Lesson: A Storm 
Feb. 16 Lesson: Jesus Blesses the Children 
Feb. 23 Lesson: The Transfiguration 
 

JOLT 

Feb. 6 NO JOLT 
Feb. 13, 20 JOLT, 6:30 – 8 p.m. 
Feb. 26 Ash Wednesday worship, 7 p.m. 
Feb. 28 Skyzone, 6 – 8 p.m. 
 

Join us on Friday, Feb. 28, as JOLT heads off-site for an evening of trampoline fun at Skyzone. The cost is 
$25/person and includes pizza and beverages. JOLT families will receive an email with the link to sign up. 
The deadline to sign up is Friday, Feb. 21, at noon. 
 

CRASH 
Feb. 9 Youth Group, 6 – 7:30 p.m.  
Feb. 16 CRASH / Be the Village Carnival, 12 – 3 p.m. 
Feb. 23 Youth Group, 6 – 7:30 p.m. 
 

On Sunday, Feb. 16, from 12 – 3p, CRASH will partner with Ascension’s Be the Village Ministry to host a 
Foster Care/Adoption Family Carnival. CRASH will be hosting a variety of games and activities as we sup-
port this care ministry of Ascension. CRASH families will receive an email with the link to sign up. 
 

Children’s Music Ministry Schedule 
Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27  Regular practice 
Feb. 16   Angel Choir and Joyful Sounds in 8:30 worship. Warm-up at 8:10 in the music room. 
Feb. 23   Youth Ringers in Spanish worship. Warm-up at 10:30 a.m. in East Hall. 

BLAST Road to the Cross 
Even though we have just finished celebrating the birth 
of Jesus and the arrival of the wise men, we have start-
ed planning for “Road to the Cross.” Mark your calen-
dars for Sunday, March 1, when our BLAST families 
and the congregation will come together to prepare for 
Holy Week and Easter. This year we will spread our 
crafts throughout East and West Halls; so we can enjoy 
more room. Keep watching for more information. 

2019 Road to the Cross 

2019 Road to the Cross 

 

5 

BE THE VILLAGE Foster Care/Adoption  
If you are interested in joining our amazing Be the Village ministry come 
to our next meetings on March 15 or April 19 between services. Mark 
your calendars for our next Talk ‘n’ Tie event between services on April 
26. This is a great way to visit with others, tie blankets for our foster 
youth, and make a difference in 2020.  
 

Be the Village Family Carnival  
Feb. 16 
Free for congregation and the foster community in the East and West 
Halls from noon - 3pm. Brown bag lunches will be available and plenty of 
games, prizes, jump house, photo booth, face painting, and more! Come 
support our ministry and learn about foster care in our community. 
 

Resources to Become a Foster Parent  
Saint A’s Foster Care, growhope.net, 855-476-9467 
Children’s Hospital Foster Care, kidhero.chw.org, 414-543-4376  
Waukesha Health & Human Services, waukeshacounty.gov/HHS,  
 262-548-7212  

 

Cancer Care Ministry — 
 Opening Arms to Those in Need 
Our Cancer Care Ministry has six ministers who are busy assisting mem-
bers of our congregation. If you know of a congregational member or fam-
ily that could use some assistance walking their cancer journey, please 
contact Brenda Lytle at Brenda@ascensionelca.org. 

 

Monthly Blood Pressure Screening  
Did you know that one-third of people with high blood pressure don’t even know it? You can’t see or feel 
high blood pressure. High blood pressure puts a strain on both your heart and arteries. The good thing about 
this is that you can do something about it, by knowing your blood pressure numbers, eating healthier, exer-
cising, losing weight, and quitting smoking. If your blood pressure is 140/90 or higher, talk to your doctor! 
Visit one of our free monthly blood pressure screenings: Feb. 2, March 1, April 19, & May 3. 
 

Winter GriefShare Through March 24 
Grief Share sessions are held Tuesday, 6-8 p.m., in the Youth Room. It will be a 12-week session facilitated 
by Mary Lou Charapata and Brenda Lytle. If you know someone, or have suffered the loss of a loved one 
and are stuck in grief, this may be a great program for you. If you or a family member or friend would like to 
join this program please contact Brenda Lytle. 
 

Yoga Classes Through Feb. 10 
Classes are held in the East Hall from 6-7 p.m. The great instructor is Jessica Popp from HumanKind Yoga. 
Bring a water bottle, mat, and get out of your house this winter to enjoy some health for your mind, body, 
and soul. Hope to see you there! 

Be the Village Talk ‘n’ Tie 

Be the Village summer picnic 

CARING RELATIONSHIPS  

http://growhope.net/
http://kidhero.chw.org/
https://www.waukeshacounty.gov/BecomingAFosterParent/
mailto:Brenda@ascensionelca.org
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College Care Collection 
Bring your donations through Feb. 9 for college care packages. For your child to receive a 
care package, please plan on participating in some way – either helping assemble packag-
es and/or donating items or money for postage. We will assemble the care packages on 
Sunday, Feb. 9, from 4-6 p.m. To sign-up your child, please complete the online form 
(http://ascensionelca.org/events/collegecare/) or contact Tanya Maas. 

 Young at Heart 
On Wednesday, Feb 12, we will gather at Christina's Restaurant on Delafield St. for breakfast at 9 a.m. No 
need to sign-up, just show up for a casual breakfast and socializing.  
 

On Wednesday, Feb. 19, we will be gathering for a potluck luncheon in East Hall here at Ascension. Bring a 
dish to pass if you are able. Let's gather on a cold winter's day for food, fun and games. We meet at noon and 
leave when you must. Call Celeste Defenbaugh at 262-370-4522, Beth Hoffmann at 262-542-7447 or Arlene 
Davis at 262-542-9119 with questions.  
 

UWM Campus Ministry 

As we begin a new semester at The Corner House - 
Lutheran Campus Ministry, we are looking for congre-
gational friends to help prepare and serve the meal that 
follows our weekly worship service at 5:30 on Thurs-
days. It is a wonderful way to meet some students, see 
what is happening with the church on campus, and 
possibly introduce your youth to Lutheran Campus 
Ministry so they can get excited about how they might 
keep their faith active and growing when they go to 
college. We need food for approximately 20-25 peo-
ple. We have a full working kitchen at the campus 
ministry house, so you can come and prep here or 
bring things ready to serve. We do have several vege-
tarians, so vegetarian options are helpful. We currently 
have the following dates open: Feb. 13 and 27, March 12 and 26,  
April 9 and 23. Contact Pastor Rachel at pastorrachel@hotmail.com if your small group would like to sign up 
for a week. Last semester, we filled almost all our dates and it was immensely helpful for our food budget!  

 Homemade cookies and treats are always a favor-
ite (please, no nuts) 

 Package(s) of fun-sized candy, cookies, crackers 
or snacks 

 Subway, Starbucks or iTunes gift cards 

 Gum/mints 

 Coffee, tea, or hot chocolate packets 

 Breakfast bars, granola bars or instant oatmeal 

 Stain remover or laundry detergent “pods” 

 Lip balm, toothpaste/toothbrush or lotion 

 Pens, Sharpies, highlighters or Post-its 

 Razors and shaving cream 

 Fun toys like Slinky’s, Silly Putty, playing cards, 
Rubik’s cubes or silly string 

Dear Ascension Family, 
We want to thank you for all the thoughts, prayers, cards and concern given to Dad and 
our family over the last couple of years. It has been a rough journey for him but we know 
that he is in a safe and better place.  
 
Blessings, 
The Malchow Family 

CARING RELATIONSHIPS  
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CROSS PARTNERSHIP 
Souper Bowl Competition  
It is almost here!! We can’t wait for the Souper Bowl Competition. Ascension is 
in the game. For the sixth year in a row, Mission Outreach is sponsoring the fa-
mous Ascension Souper Bowl Competition for the month of February beginning 
on Souper Bowl Sunday February 2. During the entire month of February, we will 
receive donations of cans of soup for the Cross Food Pantry. We invite individu-
als, families, small groups, committees, Sunday School classes, to sign on for the 
challenge. We will post progress on the Mission Outreach Facebook page and an-
nounce the winner at the end of the month. Remember that every week, 200+ peo-
ple from the Cross neighborhood visit the Cross Food Pantry, so if we collect 200 
cans, we provide one can of soup for each recipient for one week. Cross Milwau-
kee is our local partnership church and we work along side them in doing ministry 
to their neighborhood. Let’s see how many weeks of soup we can supply!  
What a fun way to help those in need! 
 

Cross Meal 
Do you have 4 hours of free time each month or every other month? This is what it takes to be part of the team 
that serves a meal for our sisters and brothers at Cross Lutheran Church in Milwaukee. Just imagine what it 
means to have a warm, home-cooked meal when you are not able to provide it for yourself. Our next oppor-
tunity to serve is on Wed. Feb. 5th. We gather at Ascension at 9:15 a.m. to car pool to Cross and return by 1:30 
p.m. Desserts are another needed item for this day. Please have them at church by 9:15 a.m. "If you do it for 
the least of these, you do it for Me." Our February meal will be chicken, potatoes, salad, fruit and dessert. Call 
Marge Schroeder or Arlene Davis for more details.  

TANZANIA PARTNERSHIP: Meru Coffee News 
Love to brew coffee? Our coffee kiosk would like to add emissaries to brew coffee 
between Sunday services. Please contact Donna Aschenbrenner, 262-968-9450 or 
wra@wi.rr.com, or Jessica Parent, 262-312-4715 or jessipinece@yahoo.com, if you 
would like to join our team.  
 

We both want to thank Al Gilgenbach for his leadership with the Mt. Meru coffee 
project. We took over the duties as of January 1, 2020. 
 

Winter Farmers Market 
Sunday, March 8, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Ascension will host its first Winter Farmers Market as a project joint-
ly sponsored by the Food, Faith and Farming Network and the Harvest of Hope Farm Crisis Fund of the Madi-
son Christian Community; both are non-profit organizations supporting Wisconsin family farmers since the 
1980s. This event is part of Mission Outreach effort to highlight the issue of hunger in our world and how 
Christians can respond not only to hunger but to the needs of farmers who grow our food. The market is open 
to the community so we may have visitors at church on the day of the market. Please help us in welcoming 
them. First impressions matter.  
 

Market products include: eggs, meat, veggies, soaps, salsas, preserves, bakery, confections, apples, syrups, 
cider, oats and alpaca fiber products. As a part of the market, a brunch prepared with market goods will offer: 
Cheesy egg bake, green salad, sausage, oatmeal with apples, cider and beverages. Tickets will be sold on Feb 
16, 23 and March 1 between services. Tickets are $7 for adults, $4 children 4-10 (under 4 free) and a maxi-
mum of $25 per family.  
 

If you have any questions, contact Lynn Parkhurst at weeziewilliams@gmail.com or see the article from the 
Milwaukee Journal on Ascension Mission Outreach Facebook page.  

MISSION OUTREACH  

2019 Souper Bowl 

http://ascensionelca.org/events/collegecare/
mailto:pastorrachel@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Ascension.ELCA.MO/
mailto:wra@wi.rr.com
mailto:jessipinece@yahoo.com
mailto:weeziewilliams@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Ascension.ELCA.MO/
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EL SALVADOR PARTNERSHIP: Chocolate News 
The Salvadoran chocolate we had for the Bethlehem Market was a big hit and was 
sold out before we made it to the last service. St. Matthew’s -Wauwatosa just re-
turned from El Salvador and they were able to bring us some more chocolate from 
Xocolotissimo just in time for Valentine’s Day. We will be selling it while supplies 
last, starting Feb. 2. While the chocolate has not gone through the process of being 
labeled fair trade, we had the chance to visit the cocoa farms in Usulután where the 
beans are grown through a Lutheran World Relief project.  
 

We are in talks with Lutheran World Relief in partnering with them on a deeper 
level to create a chocolate project that is similar to the Meru coffee project. We 
don’t know what this will mean, but they are excited to work with Ascension and 

the Greater Milwaukee Synod. Our delegation was impressed with the LWR’s project and their dedication to 
economic development through environmentally sound farming practices while creating delicious, high quality 
chocolate.  
 

Community Outreach Meeting 
Our Mission Outreach Community Outreach group will be meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 4, at 6:30 p.m. to begin 
planning our Neighborhood Block Party and to discuss other ways to reach out into the community during 2020. 
If you are interested in these fun activities, please join us as we plan how to continue to present Ascension as the 
friendly church in the neighborhood. We will also be discussing ways to be more welcoming to visitors who at-
tend events, services or special programs. Contact Shirley Wehmeier with questions.  
 

Global Partnership Meeting 
Our next Global Partnership meeting will be Tuesday, Feb. 25, at 7 p.m. in the prayer room. We will share news 
from El Salvador and Tanzania, talk about our plans for summer hosting, next steps in our projects, and begin 
planning for our May 16 spaghetti dinner and auction. Contact Sarah Aparicio, sarah@ascensionelca.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Blessing Box 
Our Blessing Box has been a huge success. The goal of the Blessing Box is to offer the gift of needed supplies to 
our neighbors and to our members. “God blessed us so we can bless you. Take what you need and leave what 
you can” is posted in the box located next to the Little Free Library as a part of our outreach to the neighbor-
hood. Many of the items that are placed in the box are taken by neighbors within a short time. During February, 
we will be collecting winter extras such as mittens, scarves, hats, lip balm, cough drops, tissues. Snacks and 
basic foods are always welcome. Place your items in the donation bin in the West Hall or put directly into the 
Blessing Box if there is room. If you have questions, contact Iva Richards, babuivarichards@yahoo.com.  

MISSION OUTREACH 

Small Group and Missions 
Small groups have often been challenged during our church wide 
studies to reach out in missions either through donations or service. 
The TGIT group led by Jan Zastrow has actively pursued this goal. 
This is what they have accomplished just in recent weeks: Donat-
ed to the layette need at the Hope Center in December, ELCA Good 
Gifts in January purchasing two $125 micro loans and $60 for two 
water filters. They also pursue volunteer opportunities in the com-
munity. We are grateful for their generosity and hope that your 
small group or ministry will think of ways to share with others also. 
Contact Shirley Wehmeier for ideas on where to serve or where you 
can make donations and to share your success stories. 
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President’s Column 
 

It is hard to believe that it is 2020.  
 

The 2020 Council was installed on Jan 26. I hope everyone has taken some time to meet our council for this 
year. In February, we will be meeting for the first time, ready to work together and start an agenda for this 
new year.  
 

For the months ahead, we will be putting in the newsletter, pictures and bios of council, ministry leaders and 
staff. We would like to give everyone a chance to put a name with our pictures and know a little about us. 
Have you made any New Year’s Resolutions? For me, I want to see Ascension continue to grow: grow in 
faith, and grow in our love for God and each other. Not only inside the walls of this church but outreach be-
yond the walls of Ascension. 
 

Thanks to all of Ascension in trusting your Council for this year -- we will work hard to serve God, this 
church and you. 
 
 Karen Simington 
Council President 

Ascension Leadership Academy 
Feb. 22 
 
Calling all ministry leaders!  
 
The Church Council and Leadership Development team of Ascension are 
preparing to gather for a ministry leadership event on Saturday, Feb. 22, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Our hope is that all current council members, 
staff, wing and leg leaders, and all ministry leaders will attend this event 
as we reflect on the last 5 years and the completion of many of our 2025 
goals and begin to prepare for 2030 Vision. Look for more information 
to hit your email in the coming weeks. Mark the date on your calendar! 
Any questions – feel free to reach out to Mary Ellen Comp, Leadership 
Development Leg Leader, at tellmaryellen@gmail.com, or Pastor Chris, 
pc@ascensionelca.org. 

ADMINISTRATION 

COUNCIL 

2020 Elections @ Ascension 
 
Ascension is now hosting elections. If you would like to participate, 
please contact our poll site supervisor Tim Nekich, 
tnekich@gmail.com or 262-444-9225,  to observe an election and 
learn more about elections. The city needs poll workers and you 
may want to consider being a poll worker at Ascension.  
 
Election Dates: February 18, April 7, August 11, November 3.  

mailto:sarah@ascensionelca.org
mailto:babuivarichards@yahoo.com
mailto:tellmaryellen@gmail.com
mailto:pc@ascensionelca.org
mailto:tnekich@gmail.com
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 COUNCIL  

COUNCIL BIOS 
Please meet some of your 2020 council members. We’ll have more bios over 
the next few months. 
 

President Karen Simington 
I am Karen Simington. I have lived most of my life in Wisconsin. My entire 
career has been working in HR, payroll, accounts payable and receivable. 
 

I have been blessed with two children, two grandchildren, three great grand-
children, and one grandbaby due in March, and one great grandbaby due in 
September. My hobbies are sewing, crocheting, reading, and my grand-
babies. I love being with the grandbabies. 
 

I have been a member of Ascension for 24+ years, and have been in choir 
most of that time. I volunteer at the Food Pantry each week. I love to serve 
where and when I can for our church, and have served on council for the last 
two years and this year as President. 
 

First Vice President Jeremy Poling 
Jenny and I joined Ascension approximately 11 years ago and usually attend 
the 10:45 service where I am a member of the Praise Band. We were drawn 
to Ascension through friends and family who attend Ascension and have 
come to see the larger church body as a whole as family.  
 

During membership classes with Frank, we were asked which body part we 
felt reflected our spiritual gifts best, and my response was spine: providing 
support to the rest of the body where God called me to contribute. Besides 
supporting worship in the praise band, I have been involved in supporting 
Ascension's Global Partnerships and traveled with the delegation to El Salva-
dor this past summer.  
 
I have previously been a member-at-large on council and look forward to 
serving as First Vice President over the coming year. I'm an engineer and 
currently work in the Milwaukee area. We reside in Glendale with our chil-
dren, Aidan and Audrey. 
 

Second Vice President Susan Otto 
I have been a member of Ascension for 16 years and usually attend the 8:30 
service. Music plays an important role in my faith life and that is what drew 
me here, where I sing in the choir and play in the handbell choir.  
 
I am single (no children) and although I retired from teaching four years ago, 
I still work occasionally as a substitute teacher. I also am involved in Wis-
consin Academic Decathlon, coordinating the area's regional competition 
every January. I enjoy reading, knitting, attending the symphony and opera, 
and traveling. 

Karen Simington 

Jeremy Poling 

Susan Otto 
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Staff  

Pastor  
 Rev. Christian W. Marien 
 pc@ascensionelca.org  
  

Spanish Language Minister  
 Edwin Aparicio 
 edwin@ascensionelca.org  
 

Director of Administration  
 Amy Gilgenbach  
 admin@ascensionelca.org  
 

Administrator  
 Tamie Greenwood 
 tamie@ascensionelca.org 
 

Administrator  
 Sarah Wehmeier Aparicio 
 sarah@ascensionelca.org 
 

Director of Care Ministries  
 Brenda Lytle, RN  
 brenda@ascensionelca.org  
 

Director of Faith Formation 
 Tony Acompanado  
 tony@ascensionelca.org  
 

Director of Music Ministries  
 Vicki Taylor  
 vicki@ascensionelca.org  
 

Praise Band Leader 
 Ben Janzow 
 ben_janzow@yahoo.com 
  

Leg Leaders  

Financial Development 
Michael Hamm 
mnkhamm@gmail.com 

 

Leadership Development 
 Mary Ellen Comp 
 tellmaryellen@gmail.com 
 

Communications 
 Amy Gilgenbach  
 admin@ascensionelca.org  
 

Facilities 
 Daren Maas 
 daren.maas@gmail.com 

Church Council   

President  
 Karen Simington 
 angelks1@att.net 
 

First Vice President  
 Jeremy Poling  
 polingj@alumni.msoe.edu 
  

Second Vice President  
 Susan Otto  
 frauo@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary  
 Linda Hansen  
 lindahansen@wi.rr.com  
 

Treasurer 
Zach Wittchow 

 zawittchow@gmail.com 
 

Council Members-at-Large  
 Adam Boales 
 adam@adamboales.com 
 

 Chris Holloway  
 christine.holloway@cdw.com 
 

 Misael Lopez  
 702xanders@gmail.com  
 

 Aaron Niezwaag   
 theniezwaag@gmail.com  
 

 Amanda Payne  
 amandabpayne@gmail.com  
  

 Scott Tenwinkel 
 stenwinkel@legacybakehouse.com 
 
Director of Operations  

Cindy Carlson   
cynthiacarlsonalc@gmail.com 

 

Director of Ministries  
 Kelly Hoeg  
 Kelly.hoeg@gmail.com 

Ascension 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ELCA 

1415 Dopp St. 
Waukesha, WI 53188 
262-547-8518 
www.ascensionelca.org  
www.facebook.com/
ascensionlutheran 

OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 
9 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY 
9 a.m.—12 p.m. 

Joyful Worship 
Steve & Carol Spieker 
scspieker@budgetblinds.com  

Spiritual Growth 
Jeffrey Froh  
jfroh88@yahoo.com 

Caring Relationships 
Cheryl Anspach 
Cheryllynnaa@yahoo.com 

Mission Outreach 
Shirley Wehmeier 
Shwehmeier@gmail.com 

Wing Leaders  



Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     Jan. 31 
3:30p Weymier 

Visitation 
5p Funeral 
6pm Reception 

1 
9:30a Tutoring 

2 
8:30a Worship S 
9:45a BLAST 
9:45a Blood Pressure N 
10:45a Worship S 
10:45a Span. Wor. EH 
6p AA begin. WH 
6:30p Anspach 106 
7p AA closed WH 

3 
9:45a Al-Anon WH 
2p Prayer Group 
6p Yoga EH 
6:30p AMEN 106 

4 
6:30a AMEN 106 
9:30a TGIT PR 
9:30a Women’s Bible HR 
6p GriefShare YR 
6:30p Community Out-

reach CR 
7p Mutual Ministry PC 

5 
9:30a Cross meal 
6p Handbells S 
7p AA WH 
7p Ballantyne 106 
7:30 pm Adult Choir 

6 
10a Al-Anon WH 
12:30p Women’s 

Group PR  
5p Angel Choir MR 
5:30p Joyful Sounds 
6p Youth Ringers S 
 

7 
3p Inglefield 

Visitation 
5p Funeral 
6pm Reception 
 

8 
9:30a Tutoring 

9 
8:30a Worship S 
9:45a BLAST  
10:45a Worship S 
10:45a Span. Wor. EH 
4p College care packing 
6p CRASH 
6p AA begin. WH 
7p AA closed WH 

10 
9:45a Al-Anon WH 
1p Living Letters PR 
6p Yoga EH 
6:30p AMEN 106 
6:30p Call Team PR 

11  
6:30a AMEN 106 
9:30a Women’s Bible HR 
6p GriefShare YR 
7p Holloway Mtg 106 

12 
9a YAH @ Christina’s 
11:45a Men’s Lunch  
6p Handbells S 
7p AA WH 
7p Ballantyne 106 
7:30 pm Adult Choir 

13 
10a Al-Anon WH 
10a TGBG PR 
5p Angel Choir MR 
5:30p Joyful Sounds 
6p Youth Ringers S 
6:30p JOLT 
 
 

14 
Newsletter 

Deadline 

15 
9a Knit Fest EH 
9:30a Tutoring  

16 
8:30a Worship S 
9:30a BLAST 
10:45a Worship S 
10:45a Span. Wor. EH 
12p Village Carnival 

EH, WH 
12p CRASH 
6p AA begin. WH 
6:30p Anspach 106 
7p AA closed WH 

17 
9:45a Al-Anon WH 
2p Prayer Group 
6p Yoga EH 
6:30p AMEN 106 
6:30 Call Team PR 
 
 
 

18 
Election Day 
6:30a AMEN 106 
9:30a TGIT PR 
9:30a Women’s Bible HR 
6p GriefShare YR 
7p Council 106 
 

19 
8a Cloverleaf 106 
12p YAH Potluck EH 
1:30p Adult Affirm PR 
6p Handbells S 
7p AA WH 
7p Ballantyne PR 
7:30 pm Adult Choir 

20 
8a Cloverleaf 106 
10a Al-Anon WH 
12:30p Women’s 

Group PR  
5p Angel Choir MR 
5:30p Joyful Sounds 
6p Youth Ringers S 
6:30p JOLT 
 

21 
 

22 
9a Leadership 

Event EH/WH 
9:30a Tutoring 
  

23  
8:30a Worship S 
9:45a BLAST 
10:45a Worship S 
10:45a Span. Wor. EH 
12p Latino lunch WH 
12p Band rehearsal 
6p CRASH 
6p AA begin. WH 
7p AA closed WH 

24 
9:45a Al-Anon WH 
12p Knit Wits EH 
6p Health & Wellness 

EH 
6:30p AMEN 106 

25 
6:30a AMEN 106 
9:30a Women’s Bible HR 
6p GriefShare YR 
6p Handbells S 
7p Holloway Mtg 106 
7p Global Partnership PR 
7:30p Adult Choir S 

26 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
12p Worship S 
7p Worship S 
7p AA WH 
 

27 
10a Al-Anon WH 
10a TGBG PR 
5p Angel Choir MR 
5:30p Joyful Sounds 
6p Youth Ringers S 
 

28 
6pm JOLT @ 

Skyzone 

29 
9:30a Tutoring 
3p Latino Minis-

try Private 
Event EH/WH 

Key 
EH—East Hall HR—Hearth rm LM— Latino Ministries MR—Music rm N—Narthex  
NR—Nursery PR—Prayer rm S—Sanctuary WH—West Hall YR—Youth rm  

Italics offsite 

February 2020 


