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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE  

T 
he story of Jesus Christ is this:  
The people of this earth waited for a Messiah…a Savior…
and only God would send a little baby king. The child grew 

and began to question things as they were, and the man moved 
through his days and through this world, questioning the system of 
kings and priests and marketplace. He was called the New Creation, 
the new Covenant, the Son of God who brought to all who listened, 
who saw, who understood change and new life. But kings and corpo-
rations and churches of this world work very hard to keep things as 
they are.... And so they killed him: he who said, “Love one another,” 
he who said, “feed my sheep,” for they didn’t want to share their 
bread and their wine. Now the story should have ended there except 
that the story has always been that our God is the God of the cove-
nant. The Good News is that in spite of our faithfulness God is faithful and Jesus Christ was resurrected, for 
God so loved the world that God gave his only begotten Son that whoever believed might have everlasting life. 
Listen, you who have ears to hear. Listen, and sit down to bread and wine with strangers. Feed his sheep…
love one another, and claim new life in his name. — The words of author Ann Weems. 
 
In the running around and preparing for Christmas, I sometimes forget that the story of Jesus is really this sim-
ple. The season of Advent is my reminder that the elaborate preparations of this life, though I take joy in them, 
are so much more than what I actually need to receive the Savior of the world. Like the story of the angel Ga-
briel entering into Mary’s world unannounced, I am also never ready and somehow, always ready to welcome 
the baby Savior into the manger of my life. God knows, my life is hardly filled with the warm, fresh hay of 
welcome or the sturdy foundation of hand-crafted legs leveled and grounded to welcome the Savior. More of-
ten than not, my world is a whirlwind of last-minute preparations and life hacks doing my best to cut the cor-
ners enough to get the job done and move on to what is next. It is not always pretty, but somehow God shows 
up anyways. I am grateful that God does indeed show up, not because I am ready and waiting, but because 
God’s arrival is both interruption and invitation. I need God to interrupt my life. I need God to show-up unan-
nounced to remind me that I do not have it all figured out. And when I think I have everything figured out, 
God reminds me that there is so much more unfolding in my life than I honor with awareness.  
 
What I believe to be interruptions actually turn out to be invitations. God invites me to listen more carefully; 
reach out more tenderly; appreciate more quickly; and be present more often. I certainly recognize the ex-
pected pace of the world, yet I find when I acknowledge the invitation, I am almost always surprised with the 
ability of my own whirlwind of life to slow down allowing me to linger in the moment. Grateful for a conver-
sation that brings me up-to-date or shares the ups and downs in someone’s life. So very often, I am surprised 
that the supposed interruption truly is an invitation into someone’s story.  
 
Advent feels the same way. When I am rushing to get everything done for the birth of Jesus, the interruptions 
can overwhelm. When in reality, the interruptions are invitations bringing me closer to a brother or sister in 
Christ, and through the course of those conversations, bringing me closer to my true self. A reminder that God 
blesses us with the season of Advent in order that we might linger in the starlight; listen for the angel’s song; 
and tend the cries of a newborn Savior announcing God’s arrival in the world. My friends, come let us adore 
him.  
 
Advent is your interruption and your invitation. Do not waste this precious 
gift of God. Your soul longs for both in these days of preparation.  
 
See you in Church, 

Pastor Chris 

Pastoral Acts  

 
Baptism 
Leo William Niklasch, Nov. 17 
Lydia Patricia Hase, Nov. 17 
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Advent and Christmas Worship at 
Ascension 
 

The Hanging of the Greens, Dec. 1 
On Sunday, Dec. 1 at noon, we will gather for lunch and a 
time to decorate both sanctuaries for the season that is com-
ing. Interested in helping out ? Give Pastor Chris a call at 
262-547-8518 or email him at pc@ascensionelca.org. We 
can use children of all ages for this noon event. 
 

Advent Evening Worship, Dec. 4 
A new thing is happening at Ascension this Advent. You are invited to share in dinner and fellowship on 
Wednesday, Dec. 4, at 6 p.m. We will gather for a variety of soups and breads to welcome the season of Ad-
vent and then gather for worship to ask God’s blessing on this season of expectation. We expect dinner to be 
a time of gathering and conversation. Worship will bring us candlelight and communion with the simple 
songs that lead us to the manger. If you would be willing to bring soup or bread, please email Pastor Chris, 
pc@ascensionelca.org, or contact the church office, 262-547-8518. 
 

The Gift of Peace, Advent Concert Worship, Dec. 14 & 15 
Choirs, handbells, praise band, and instrumentalists offer The Gift of Peace on Saturday, Dec. 14, 6:00 pm, 
and Sunday, Dec. 15, 8:30 and 10:45 a.m. Invite a friend and join us in concert worship.  
 

Children’s Christmas Program, Dec. 22 
Come to Bethlehem and See!  
The BLAST Sunday School children will share the story of Jesus’ birth in worship on Sunday, Dec. 22, 8:30 
and 10:45 a.m. 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH  JOYFUL WORSHIP  

Spanish Minister Message 
In November, we welcomed more Latino families to Ascension, some as new members after months of attend-
ing church here, and others newly arrived in Waukesha. Our new members have been sharing stories about 
conversations they’ve had with family and friends who question them for worshipping at a non-Catholic 
church.  
 

They tell them they have been welcomed with open arms by everyone at the church, both literally and figura-
tively. They have been in awe of how welcomed they have been and that their children have so excited to par-
ticipate in the activities that Ascension offers. The other reason they tell me and others is that Ascension is a 
church that is concerned with your afterlife, but it is also a church that will help you get the tools to have a bet-
ter life now. This past month, I have been busy helping families refinance car loans as well as helping them 
learn to fill out online job and apartment applications. Most of our families were paying interest rates on car 
loans ranging from 15 - 21% that car dealers told them were their only options. They’ve been able to refinance 
at credit unions for less than 4%. These things are making their everyday lives easier and is a daily reminder of 
their gratefulness to their new faith home. 

Edwin Aparicio - Spanish Language Minister 

 
Christmas Eve Worship - Dec. 24 

Tuesday, Dec. 24, 3 p.m., 5 p.m., 9 p.m. 

 

 
Christmas Day Worship - Dec. 25 

Wednesday, Dec 25, 10 a.m. 

mailto:pc@ascensionelca.org
mailto:pc@ascensionelca.org
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Latino Ministry Advent Worship 
The season of Advent and Christmas is important to our 
Spanish-speaking members too and they will be bringing 
some of their traditional celebrations with them in addition to 
making new ones that are more fitted to life in the US. Re-
gardless of whether or not you speak Spanish, please know 
that you are invited to worship with us to share some multi-
cultural celebrations of the season. If you have Latino 
friends, please invite them to join you at one of these events! 
 

Thanksgiving Dinner 
On Saturday, Nov. 30, the families of our Latino ministry gathered at Ascension to share a Thanksgiving party. 
Our dinner was a mix of traditional Thanksgiving foods to give the families the cultural experience of knowing 
about a US Thanksgiving, as well as celebratory foods from El Salvador and Mexico. We played several high-
ly competitive card games and board games before and after dinner. 
 

Celebration of the Magnificat, Dec. 12 
The celebration of the appearance of the angel Gabriel to Mary is an important part of Advent celebrations in 
Latin American countries. This year we will be having our first worship service where we remember the pow-
erful words spoken by Mary when she received the news that she would bear the savior. Following the 5 p.m. 
worship, we will share a potluck dinner. Contact Edwin Aparicio for more information.  
 

Las Posadas : A Latino Pageant & Fiesta of Advent, Dec. 19 
The Latino Ministry will be hosting a traditional Las Posadas cele-
bration, complete with a buffet of Salvadoran and Mexican food. 
Las Posadas (‘the inns’) is an Advent celebration symbolizing Mary 
and Joseph’s frustrating search for a place to stay. It is common in 
the Spanish-speaking world for this to be a multi-day event, but we 
will have a short, one-evening event. Rather than going outside, we 

will travel throughout the building, symbolizing the Holy Family’s search for hospitality, singing along the 
way. Once we find our welcome, we will share a meal together and bilingual fellowship, including a piñata. 
Please join us on Dec. 19 at 6 p.m. This year we will be taking a free will offering to support the Pulido family 
following their sons paralyzing fall down a staircase in February and his ten-month hospitalization. Contact 
Edwin Aparicio for more information.  
 

Bilingual Worship Concerts 
Because many of the Latino families participate in the Sunday School and music programs, there will be no 
Spanish worship on Dec. 15 and Dec. 22. Spanish-speaking members and guests are invited to worship in the 
bilingual concert worship services those Sundays. 
 

Nochebuena Christmas Eve Worship, Dec. 24 
We will have our Spanish-language Christmas Eve worship at 5 p.m. on Christmas Eve. 

Jubilate Chorale Christmas Concerts, Dec. 7/8 
Usher in the Christmas season with the Jubilate Chorale as they present  
A Rose in Winter on Saturday, Dec. 7, 7:30 p.m., at St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, Waukesha, and on Sunday, Dec. 8, 4 p.m., at Cornerstone Pres-
byterian Church, Delafield. Tickets are available from Ascension mem-
bers Sara VandenHeuvel, Scott Greger, and Vicki Taylor, or by visiting 
jubilatechorale.org. 

JOYFUL WORSHIP  
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DECEMBER CALENDARS 

BLAST 

Dec. 1 Christmas Program rehearsal / Large group activity 
Dec. 8 Large group opening / Christmas program rehearsal / Angels Visit (Matt. 1:18-25) 
Dec. 15 Jesus Is Born (Luke 2:1-20)    
Dec. 21 Christmas Program Final Rehearsal (9 –11 a.m.) 
Dec. 22 Christmas Program (both services) / No classrooms  
Dec. 29 No BLAST - Christmas Break 

 

JOLT 

Dec. 4 Soup Supper/Advent Worship 6 -8 p.m.  
Dec. 5, 12, 19, 26 NO JOLT, Advent Project  

 

CRASH 

Dec. 8  Progressive Dinner, 5 – 9 p.m. 
Dec. 15  Escape Room,  5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 27-28  All-night overnight, 8 p.m. – 8 a.m. 

BLAST: Thank You! Thank You! 
 

BLAST activities can only happen when our wonderful members vol-
unteer to be involved.  
 
Road To Bethlehem is one of those activities. East Hall was filled 
with families making crafts and others just coming in to watch. The 
excitement created a sense of anticipation as we await the birth of Je-
sus. Please take a moment to thank the members who helped: Linda 
Blodgett, Becky Pepper, Ric Simon, Dave Williams, Bella Acompa-
nado, Zach Acompanado, Andrew Marien, Sarah Anderson, Jennifer 
Werner, Karen Simington, Karen Eagan, Cheryl Werner, Kurt Wer-
ner, Pam Baumann, Pete Baumann, Beth Hoffmann and Sharon Cor-
alline. 
 
Thank you! 

Vicki Marien & Susan Williams 
 
 

Children’s Christmas Program, Dec. 22 
Both services  
 

Be sure not to miss the Children’s Christmas Program taking place at 
both services on Sunday, Dec. 22. Our three-year-olds through 5th 
graders will celebrate the story of our Savior’s birth through Scripture 
and a variety of Christmas hymns. The final dress rehearsal takes 
place in the sanctuary on Saturday, Dec. 21, from 9–11 a.m. 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH  

mailto:edwin@ascensionelca.org
mailto:edwin@ascensionelca.org
http://www.jubilatechorale.org/
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JOLT 
Thursday evening JOLT sessions take a break in the month of December. During this time, students will be 
working independently on their assigned Advent project. JOLT students are still expected to attend and 
participate in worship regularly throughout the month of December. 

CRASH  
Progressive Dinner, Dec. 8 
On Sunday, Dec. 8, from 5-9 p.m. high school students are invited to gather together for a fun evening 
spent celebrating the faith and friendships built in CRASH. We’ll indulge in appetizers, entrees, and 
desserts – with each one hosted at a different location. An exciting and fun gift exchange wraps up this 
beautiful evening. 
 

Escape Room, Dec. 15 

Join us on Sunday, Dec. 15, from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. when CRASH goes off-site for some challenging fun 
together in an escape room. The cost is $20/person and covers your activity and dinner. There is a 20-
person limit to this activity so sign-up early to reserve your spot.  
 

Overnight Event, Dec. 27-28 

Friday, Dec. 27-28, CRASH students are invited to share in an overnight event filled with games, 
activities, worship, food, and even a service project. The cost is $25 person and covers all your food and 
activities for the evening. The event begins at 8 p.m. Friday night and ends at 8 a.m. Saturday morning. 

JOLT Mystery Trip to Meijer for Food Pantry shopping 

Ascension’s College Students Need You! 
While you’re shopping for Christmas gifts, keep in mind that we will be collecting in 
January for Ascension’s college kids. 
 

We will send care packages to remind them that we love and care for them, so we are 
collecting donations from Jan. 26 to Feb. 9. We will assemble the care packages on 
Sunday, Feb. 9, from 4-6 p.m. 
 

Do you have a child in college? For your child to receive a care package, please plan 
on participating in some way – either helping assemble packages and/or donating 
items or money for postage. Please complete the following form, or contact Tanya 
Maas. More info (including a list of requested items) and to sign-up for your student on our website, http://
ascensionelca.org/events/collegecare/. Let's show our college kids that Ascension is thinking about them.  

SPIRITUAL GROWTH  
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Be The Village Donations 
This season we will have some leaves on our Angel Tree in the narthex for foster kids. We are asking for 
Kohl’s Gift Cards for teens who time out of foster care. A big need we found was that many who time out are 
looking for jobs and are in need of clothing for interviewing. Our donations will go to Saint A’s for these 
teens. 
 

The Be the Village Ministry would like to make a difference in foster children’s lives by creating awareness, 
education, and promotion in our community. Please join us if you have a passion for foster or adoption care 
children. On Nov. 6, eight members of our Be the Village Ministry attended the Open Hearts, Open Homes 
Gala put on by Chosen, Inc.. It is so great to support such an amazing ministry in our community and represent 
Ascension. We put together five baskets for their silent auction to raise money for the organization. They were 
grateful. 
 

Blood Pressure Screening, Dec. 1 

Are you a health professional and looking for ways to serve at Ascension? We need help with blood pressure 
screenings this fall, winter, and spring. We schedule once a month between services. Please contact Brenda 
Lytle if you can help. Mark your calendar for upcoming checks: Jan. 5, Feb. 2, March 1, April 19, and May 3. 

HOPE Caroling, Dec. 5 
HOPE Ministry has an event coming up on Thursday, Dec. 5,  at 5 
p.m. We will meet at Avalon Square and do some fun caroling for 
the residents and provide them with cookies. Then we will head to 
Mary Lou Charapata’s home for fellowship with friends. Please 
contact Brenda at Brenda@ascensionelca.org to join. 
 

AMEN Christmas Gathering, Dec. 16 
Gentlemen, mark your calendars for the 4th annual Ascension 
Amen Christmas Celebration! We will be collecting long underwear for the men’s shelters in the 
Waukesha area. Please bring your (new) long underwear donations to this event. We are going back to 
Matteo’s again this year (1608 E. Sunset Dr., Waukesha). Monday, Dec. 16, at 6 pm. Contact Steve Boyer, 
sboyer@healthmarkets.com, to RSVP. 
 

Young at Heart  
Potluck Christmas Luncheon, Dec. 18 
Our luncheon will be on Wednesday, Dec., 18 at noon in the East Hall. We will be blessed with Christmas 
music by Mary Lou Charapata on the piano. And, yes, we can all sing along. If you are able, please bring a 
dish to pass. Hope to see you there. If you have questions, call Beth Hoffmann at 262-542-7447, Celeste 
Defenbaugh at 262-370-4522 or Arlene Davis at 262-542-9119. 
  

Breakfast at Christina’s, Dec. 11 
Remember, breakfast at Christina's on Delafield St. at 9 a.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 11. Good time to social-
ize for a while. 

CARING RELATIONSHIPS  

Thank You! 
I would like to thank Pastor Chris and my Ascension family for all of the kindness and care we received in the 
sudden passing of my husband, Dick. It is this wonderful support that is helping our family adjust to this loss. 
 

 Sandie Pfeiffer 

http://ascensionelca.org/events/collegecare/
http://ascensionelca.org/events/collegecare/
mailto:Brenda@ascensionelca.org
mailto:sboyer@healthmarkets.com
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Bethlehem Market: Give the Gift of 
Employment, Dec. 14 & 15  
Our Global Partnership Committee is sponsoring our first Bethlehem 
market, selling items purchased directly from artist’s markets in 
Tanzania and El Salvador. The market is not a fundraiser for our 
partnerships, but a chance for you to purchase an item made by a 
craftsperson in one of those countries, providing much needed 
employment. Our brothers and sisters in Tanzania and El Salvador 
want the opportunity to be able to support their families through their 
own work and we hope to offer some opportunities with this market. 
 

From Tanzania, we will be hosting the Tanzanian Connection, 
operated by Emanuel Kitoi, the son of the Meru Bishop. We will also 
have a larger variety than usual of Meru Coffee products. From El 
Salvador, we will have items purchased at local artists markets as well 
as items purchased from the Fernando Llort Art Cooperative. We will 
have some Lutheran World Relief Chocolate that was grown in El 

Salvador and won awards in France for being some of the best chocolate in the world.  
 

We will also be bringing back Ascension’s own version of Good Gifts, similar to the ELCA Good Gifts or the 
Heifer Project. The projects we support through Good Gifts have no overhead costs, so 100% of your gift goes 
directly to the item. We will be offering goats, sea turtles, school lunches, and many other items.  
 

The Bethlehem Market will take place before and after the Advent Concert on Dec. 14 and 15. The 
combination of the concert and the market is a wonderful opportunity to invite guests to Ascension. 
 

OUR PARTNER: Cross Church, Milwaukee 
We had a very successful meal at Cross in November. We served between 60 and 70 people. They all enjoyed 
the spaghetti, salad, fruit and especially the desserts so many of you provided. Thank you for your support.  
 
On Dec. 4, we will be serving chicken, potatoes, a vegetable, salad, fruit and desserts. If you are able to help 
serve or bring a dessert, please be at Ascension by 9:15 a.m. on Dec. 4 as we will carpool and leave by 9:30 
a.m. We usually return by 1 or 1:30 p.m. If you have questions, please contact Marge Schroeder at 414-303-
0921. 
 

Blessing Box 
During December, we will be collecting all things Christmas: decorations, wrapping 
paper, candles, and of course Christmas treats and food. Of course snack bars are 
always a big hit and anything that is boxed and healthy is welcomed.  

Vendors 
• The Tanzanian Connection 
• Meru Coffee 
• Salvadoran Arts & Crafts 
• Jez and Xocolatisimo Chocolate 
• Good Gifts Virtual Gifts 

MISSION OUTREACH 

Have a Flavorful Christmas! 
As you plan your holiday season meals and gifts, be sure to include 
Meru coffee on your list. Stop by the coffee cart to see the special 
gifts and flavors that are available. Don’t forget the Peaberry premi-
um coffee for those special meals. This year's special Christmas item 
from the Meru Coffee Project is a sampler pack for $18 and it fea-
tures six drip grind sample packs, one of each: Peaberry, French Va-
nilla, Chocolate Raspberry, Hazelnut, Butter Pecan, and regular. 
Help support and celebrate 20 years of faith, love, and life. 
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Refugee Resettlement Award:  
Jo Buth 

On Nov. 14, our own Jo Buth received an award from 
Waukesha County Community Dental Clinic for her work 
with the Burmese refugees in Waukesha. This annual award 
is given to a person/people who have played an integral role 
in the success of the clinic and in making more smiles 
healthy for some of our region’s most vulnerable patients. 
 

Jo is someone who has quietly and generously given of her 
time to ensure some of our area’s neediest children no 
longer have to suffer from dental pain. Each year, Jo 
personally brings refugee families to the clinic to ensure 
they have access to dental care, nearly all of whom are 
receiving this crucial assistance for the first time. The work 
that Jo has done humbly, around the clock, for more than 20 years helps immigrant families from Burma 
navigate life in our communities. 
 

Jo, together with a team of caring community members, has provided assistance to more than 112 individuals 
from 23 families over the years. At the youthful age of 80, she remains committed to welcoming and working 
with others to improve their quality of life. In reflecting on the ways she supports these refugee patients, the 
WCCDC dental team refers to Jo as our special “angel” and someone who gives selflessly of her time to 
ensure that her families have good oral health.  
 

In addition to Jo’s work with the Dental Clinic, Jo is a faithful volunteer at Ascension’s tutoring program, 
provides constant love and support to the Burmese families in Waukesha and has helped 312 Burmese 
individuals walk through the citizenship process. Jo is dearly loved by the families she works with and they 
lovingly call her Pe Jo which is Grandma Jo in the Karen language. Jo is also dearly loved by all of us at 
Ascension who work with her in Mission Outreach and are proud to have her receive this award.  

 

Thank You!  ~  ¡Gracias!  ~  Asante Sana! 

In November, San Jorge Church in El 
Salvador hosted a Children’s Education 
Day using games and books gifted from 
Ascension. Gracias Ascension! 

In Samaria, Tanzania, 
villagers are working 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays to dig the trench 
for the pipeline to Savana 
Primary School. In addition 
to bringing water to the 
400 students at the school, 
the 9 km pipeline will also 
provide water to Zaire and 
Savana villages, with a 
total of six water stations. 
There will be over 3000 
people who now have 
access to water thanks to 
this project. Asante sana! 

Some of Ascension’s Mission group with Jo Buth as she received 
an award from the Waukesha County Community Dental Clinic. 
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 I wanted to use this month’s President’s column to briefly discuss our 
Ascension Annual Meeting which occurred Sunday November 17, 2019. 
This year we had 65 people attend our Annual Meeting with a significant 
number of people from our Spanish Language Service. We were able to 
do our meeting in a bilingual format this year with translators for the ver-
bal portion of our meeting and Spanish language written reports were 
available as well. We held the meeting in the Sanctuary this year similar 
to our Congregational Meeting in June.  

We were able to complete the business of our church including: 

1. The approval of the new budget for 2020 with a goal revenue and 
expenses equaling $797,910; 

2. Approval of changes to the Ascension Constitution which will 
now include the most recent changes to the required provisions of 
the Model Constitution for Congregations of the ELCA 2019; 

3. Election of Ascension Council members for 2020;  

4. Election of Synod Assembly delegates for 2020; 

5. Appreciation of outgoing leaders; 

6. Review of the reports of the Ascension leadership. 

I want to thank everyone who was able to attend our meeting and participate in the governance of our church and 
thank all who have contributed in service to Ascension over this past year.  

Wishing you all the best as we enter the Advent and Christmas seasons.  

May God bless you and your families,  

Jay O’Grady  
President of Ascension  

 

Hello Ascension!  

As of this report our financials are through the month of October and we continue to accomplish a tremen-
dous amount of success. We completed one of the last projects for the year and as we move in the final weeks 
of the year, we are excited for the prospect of finishing on a positive note. 

At our annual meeting we approved the budget for 2020. 

Hopefully everyone has had a chance to review the inserts provided with the bulletins at recent services. 
Please take a moment to read through those and evaluate the goals of the church and how you and your fami-
ly may be able to support those goals. 

We have had a blessed year and look forward to continued success. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Many blessings, 

Michael Hamm 
Treasurer 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

COUNCIL  
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Staff 
 

Pastor  
 Rev. Christian W. Marien 
 PC@ascensionelca.org  
  
Spanish Language Minister  
 Edwin Aparicio 
 Edwin@ascensionelca.org  
 
Director of Administration  
 Amy Gilgenbach  
 Admin@ascensionelca.org  
 
Administrator - Joyful Worship & 
Spiritual Growth  
 Tamie Greenwood 
 Tamie@ascensionelca.org 
 
Administrator - Caring Relationships 
& Mission Outreach  
 Vacant 
 
Administrator for Spanish Worship 
& Communications 
 Sarah Wehmeier Aparicio 
 Sarah@ascensionelca.org 
 
Director of Care Ministries  
 Brenda Lytle, RN  
 Brenda@ascensionelca.org  
 
Director of Faith Formation 
 Tony Acompanado  
 Tony@ascensionelca.org  
 
Director of Music Ministries  
 Vicki Taylor  
 Vicki@ascensionelca.org  
 
Praise Band Leader 
 Ben Janzow 
 Ben_janzow@yahoo.com  
 

Ministry/Operations 
 

Director of Ministries  
 Kelly Hoeg  
 Kelly.hoeg@gmail.com 
 
Director of Operations  

Cindy Carlson   
cynthiacarlsonalc@gmail.com 

 
 

Church Council   
 

President  
 Jay O’Grady 
 Jayogrady@wi.rr.com  
 
First Vice President  
 Karen Simington 
 angelks1@att.net 
  
Second Vice President  
 Jeremy Poling  
 polingj@alumni.msoe.edu 
 
Secretary  
 Linda Hansen  
 Lindahansen@wi.rr.com  
 
Treasurer 

Michael Hamm 
Mnkhamm@gmail.com 

 
Council Members-at-Large  
 Chris Holloway  
 Christine.holloway@cdw.com 
 
 Bryn Kirk  
 Brynkirk@gmail.com  
 
 Aaron Niezwaag   
 Theniezwaag@gmail.com  
 
 Roger Nordberg  
 Rbnordberg@gmail.com  
  
 Scott Tenwinkel 
 Stenwinkel@legacybakehouse.com 
 
 Carol Ziarniak (No email) 
 

Wing Leaders 
 
Joyful Worship 
 Steve & Carol Spieker 
 Scspieker@budgetblinds.com  
 
Spiritual Growth 
 Vacant 
 
Caring Relationships 
 Cheryl Anspach 
 Cheryllynnaa@yahoo.com 
 
Mission Outreach 
 Shirley Wehmeier 
 Shwehmeier@gmail.com 

Ascension 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ELCA 

1415 Dopp St. 
Waukesha, WI 53188 
262-547-8518 
www.ascensionelca.org  
www.facebook.com/
ascensionlutheran 

OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 
9 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

 

FRIDAY 
9 a.m.—12 p.m. 



Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1   ADVENT I 
8:30a Worship 
9:30a Blood Pressure 
9:45a BLAST 
10:45a Worship  
10:45a Span. Wor. WH 
12p Decorating, S, EH 
6p AA begin. WH 
7p AA closed WH 

2 
9:45a Al-Anon WH 
2p Prayer Group 
6:30p AMEN 106 
6:30p Wing Lead. PR 

3 
6:30a AMEN 106 
9:30a TGIT PR 
9:30a Women’s Bible 

HR 
6p Handbells S 
7:30 pm Adult Choir 

4 
9:30a Cross 
6p Soup Supper EH 
6:45p Worship 
7p AA WH 
7p Ballantyne 106 
7:30 pm Adult Choir 

5 
10a Al-Anon WH 
10a TGBG PR 
12:30p Women’s 

Group PR  
5p HOPE Caroling 

Avalon 
5p Angel Choir MR 
5:30p Joyful Sounds 

MR 
6p Youth Ringers S 

6 
Painting WH 
 

7 
Painting WH 
9a Tutor Mtg 
9:30a Tutoring 
 

8  ADVENT II 
8:30a Worship 
9:45a BLAST  
10:45a Worship  
10:45a Span. Wor. EH 
12p Praise Band - S 
5p CRASH Progressive 

Dinner 
6p AA begin. WH 
7p AA closed WH 

9 
9:45a Al-Anon WH 
1p Living Letters PR 
6:30p AMEN 106 
 
 

10 
6:30a AMEN 106 
9:30a Women’s Bible 

HR 
6p Exec Comm  
7p Holloway Group 

106 
 

11 
9a YAH @ Christi-

na’s 
11:45a Men’s Lunch  
1:30p Adult Affirm 

HR 
6p Handbells S 
7p AA WH 
7p Ballantyne 106 
7:30 pm Adult Choir 

12 
10a Al-Anon WH 
5p Maria Worship & 

Dinner EH / WH 
5p Angel Choir MR 
5:30p Joyful Sounds 

MR 
6p Youth Ringers S 
 
Newsletter  
Deadline 

13 
4p Market Set-Up 

14 
9:30a Tutoring  
5p Bethlehem 

Market N, HR 
6p Advent 

Concert 
Worship S  

15  ADVENT III 
8:30a Advent Concert 

Worship S 
9:45a BLAST  
10:45a Advent Con-

cert Worship S 
6p CRASH Escape RM 
6p AA begin. WH 
7p AA closed WH 

16 
9:45a Al-Anon WH 
12p KnitWits WH 
2p Prayer Group 
6p AMEN @ 

Matteo’s  
 
 
 

17 
6:30a AMEN 106 
9:30a TGIT PR 
9:30a Women’s Bible 

HR 
 

18 
11a Staff Mtg PR 
12p YAH Potluck EH 
6p Handbells S 
7p AA WH 
7p Ballantyne 106 
7:30 pm Adult Choir 

19 
10a Al-Anon WH 
10a TGBG PR 
12:30p Women’s 

Group PR  
6p Las Posadas EH 

20 
9a Cloverleaf EH 

21 
9a BLAST re-

hearsal S, EH 
 

22 ADVENT IV 
8:30a Worship/BLAST 

Program 
10:45a Worship/

BLAST Program 
6p AA begin. WH 
7p AA closed WH 

23  
9:45a Al-Anon WH 
6:30p AMEN 106 
 

24 Christmas Eve 
Office closed 
6:30a AMEN 106 
9:45a Al-Anon WH 
3p Worship 
5p Span. Worship EH 
5p Worship 
9p Worship 

25 Christmas Day 
Office closed 
10a Worship  
7p AA WH 

26 
Office closed 
10a Al-Anon WH 
 

27 
Office closed 

28 
 

29 
8:30a Worship 
10:45a Worship  
10:45a Span. Wor. EH 
6p AA begin. WH 
7p AA closed WH 

30 
9:45a Al-Anon WH 
6:30p AMEN 106 

31 
Office closed 
6:30a AMEN 106 
9:45a Al-Anon WH 

    

December 2019 

CR - Conf. Room 
EH - East Hall 
HR - Hearth Room 
MR - Music Room 
N - Narthex 

PR - Prayer Room 
S - Sanctuary 
WH - West Hall  
YR - Youth Room 
Italics - Offsite 

Key 

CRASH Overnight 


