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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE  

Family Ties 

W 
e are a family, sisters and brothers in Christ. As the Body of Christ, we are a vast family that 
spans nations, languages, and cultures. St. Paul illustrates this remarkable gift of abundant 
community, “When the fullness of time had come, God sent the Son…so that we might receive 
adoption as children” (Galatians 4:4-7). God designed humanity to live in community. After all, 

we are created in God’s image and our God exists in divine community - God the Creator, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Consequently, the Trinity continues to call us into a similar unity within the Body of Christ. 

Yet even within this miracle of spiritual kinship, we struggle to maintain harmony. Perhaps familial tension 
with our siblings infiltrates our relationship with our sisters and brothers in Christ. Although these cherished 
family ties are priceless, they are often far from flawless. Arguably, family members are simultaneously the 
most invaluable and infuriating people in our lives. In our broader Christian family, we stumble as we find our 
way to wholeness. Often, we encounter a full range of experiences from happiness to hostility. Certainly, we 
are not alone.   

Holy scripture is replete with broken relationships, sibling rivalry, and family dysfunction. It is part of the 
human condition. The writer of the book of Genesis introduces us to Adam and Eve. Their sons, Cain and 
Abel, are the quintessential definition of sibling rivalry. Burning with envy and resentment, Cain killed his 
brother Abel because God refused Cain’s sacrifice. Jealousy is a familiar foundation for sibling rivalry. But 
God is a source of hope even in the midst of tragedy.  Perhaps you are familiar with the story of Joseph and his 
coat of many colors. Genesis records that Joseph was his father’s favorite son and “…when his brothers saw 
that their father loved Joseph more… they hated him” (Genesis 37:4). Their resentment ignited a deadly 
conspiracy but Rueben the oldest brother, thwarted the vicious plan. Joseph’s brothers relented and instead 
sold him into slavery. Astonishingly, these siblings journeyed through a wasteland of jealousy, resentment, and 
hate into a place of forgiveness, restoration and reconciliation.   

Admittedly, most of us will never experience murderous plots or kidnapping conspiracies, yet we often 
encounter deep divisions within our congregations and the Body of Christ. Even though, we are more civil 

You don’t choose 
your family. They 
are God’s gift to 

you, as you are to 
them. 

~ Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu 
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH  

with our disagreements, we may still become deeply disgruntled by an 
array of concerns. We argue over things like carpet versus tile in the 
narthex; white or red wine for communion; the proper way to slice pickles 
for a funeral luncheon; and of course, traditional hymns versus a praise 
band during worship. The broader Christian family can also become deeply 
embroiled over more serious issues impacting our nation like immigration, 
sexual orientation, racism, and sexism. 

Despite these disagreements, through Christ, we always have a place of 
hope. To some degree, the Body of Christ is both our blessing and our 
burden. But even if our relationships are completely caring or consistently 
complicated, we have hope because ultimately our Christian identity is 
what defines us. We are free in Christ and our Christian freedom informs 
every facet of our lives. We are called to walk in mercy and love. Our 
Christian freedom empowers us to be intentional about the ministry of 
reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18-19). Joseph’s saga notwithstanding, our 
definitive example of what it means to be sisters and brothers of the faith, 
rests with our savior.   

Jesus chose to be in community with humanity. The Word became flesh 
and lived among us. Jesus and his followers were family together, brothers 
and sisters of The Way. Jesus was especially close with the twelve 
disciples.  However, when Jesus needed them most, they abandoned him, 
rejected him. But what did Jesus do? Jesus offered forgiveness, redemption, 
and reconciliation. Through Jesus, we are adopted into the family of God. 
That means that healing, wholeness, and reconciliation is part of our 
spiritual DNA. So the challenges we experience through our relationships 
with our sisters and brothers in Christ can help us on our faith journeys if 
we allow the tensions to propel us to embrace our baptismal calling to work 
for justice and peace. 

Our Christian freedom makes it possible for us to live into the fullness of 
our God-given identity, which cannot be limited by our past, present, or 
even future relationships. Much like our household family, we are unable to 
decide our Christian family. Nobel Peace Prize winner, Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, provides a heartwarming truth, “You don't choose your 
family. They are God's gift to you, as you are to them.” Our God loves Cain 
and Able. Our God loves Joseph and all his brothers. Our God loves 
beyond division and categories. Our God loves us, democrat and 
republican, rich and poor, immigrant and citizen, male and female, young 
and old. And our God empowers us to do likewise. The Christian freedom 
we enjoy is about our call to reconciliation – to be reconciled to God so that 
we can be reconciled to one another. We are a family. An imperfect, 
struggling, growing, amazing, powerful family of God. May God continue 
to strengthen our family ties as siblings in Christ.  

Rev. Angela T. Khabeb 

Pastoral Acts 

Weddings 

April 29  

Jessie Butts & Alex Dati 

Funerals 

May 2   Elmer Sedivy 

May 6   Edwin (Ed) Haker 

May 7    Craig Kurber-Bauer 
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JOYFUL WORSHIP  

Summer Schedule is Sneaking Up On Us 

Can you believe that June is here? Welcome to summer schedule for worship here at Ascension. Beginning 
with May 28, Memorial Day weekend, we transition our first worship service from 8:30 a.m. to 9 a.m., while 
our 10:45 a.m. worship service remains at 10:45 a.m.  

We are also happy to share our outdoor worship schedule. Outdoor Worship takes place in the Memorial 
Gardens behind the church building. We will worship outside on Sunday, June 11, July 2, Aug. 6, and Sept. 3 
at 10:45 a.m. Our 9 a.m. service will still be inside each of those Sundays.  

On those Sundays when we worship outside at 10:45, AMEN ministries and the Daniel Plan small group 
ministry will be providing food to enjoy, for a free will offering, after the worship service. We are always 
happy to have you invite friends and neighbors to worship anytime, but outdoor worship services are a great 
time to introduce someone new to our faith community in an informal and casual way. (Read more on pg. 7). 

See you in church - THIS SUMMER!  

Beginning  Sunday, May 28 

Summer Worship 9 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

10:45 Outdoor Worship: June 11, July 

2, August  6, & September 3 

Summer Music in Worship 

While the Ascension choirs are on a short summer 
hiatus, worship at Ascension affords opportunities to 
share the many musical gifts with which our 
congregation is blessed. Please consider the following: 

 Adding your voice to an ensemble (1 rehearsal 
and sing the following Sunday); 

 Offering your instrumental talents to play on a 
hymn, or as an accompanied solo (many 
classical instrumental pieces our students 
prepare for their Solo & Ensemble festivals 
would make lovely additions to worship!); 

 Suggest a favorite hymn to be sung in worship. 

If you are willing to offer any of the above in worship, 
or have other gifts to lift up in praise, please email or 
call Vicki Taylor at vicki@ascensionelca.org (262 522
-9136, music office; 262 547-8518, church office).  

Lutheran Summer Music 
Program  
Each summer, talented young people from across 
the United States come together to be part of the 
Lutheran Summer Music (LSM) community. 
Lutheran Summer Music is a residential training 
and performance program that brings together 
band, orchestra, choir, and keyboard students from 
the U.S. and abroad. During the two- or four-week 
program, musical excellence is achieved, lifelong 
friendships are born, faith is deepened, and the 
spark to serve is ignited. Lutheran Summer Music 
will take place on the beautiful campus of 
Valparaiso University in Valparaiso, Indiana from 
June 25-July 23. The two-week option will take 
place June 25-July 9. Financial aid is available. To 
learn more about LSM, please visit https://
lutheransummermusic.org.  
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BLAST: Thank You 

It is with deepest appreciation that we wish to thank all of our incredible teachers, helpers, and volunteers. In 
sharing your gifts of time, dedication, creativity, patience, and passion, you have been instrumental in 
continuing to move Ascension’s BLAST children's ministry into a fun, exciting, relevant, and faith-enriching 
experience for kids and their families. May God’s most abundant blessings shower each one of you! 

 

JOLT: Adventure Camp 

From June 11-14, JOLT students will travel near the Wisconsin Dells for several fun-filled days of kayaking 
on the Wisconsin River, rock-climbing at Devil’s Lake State Park, and many other adventures exploring God’s 
beauty in all of creation. Please keep the group in your prayers. 
 

CRASH: Toweling & Sending 

Graduating seniors, along with family and friends, are invited to join us in worship on Sunday, June 4, at the 
10:45 a.m. service to celebrate this milestone and offer a special blessing as the students prepare for the next 
step in their journey…and take a moment to share your post high school plans, so we may share them with the 
rest of your church family. 

Please RSVP to the June 4 ceremony; include a picture of yourself with the following information: the name of 
your high school, the college you’ll be attending, or your post-graduate plans if you’re not attending college. 
Send information and picture to the church office, kate@ascensionelca.org. 
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CARING RELATIONSHIPS  

Care Ministries: Protection from Pertussis 

I 
f you’ve ever heard the “whooping” sound of someone afflicted with 
Whooping Cough (Pertussis), you may already know how it can be a 
problematic disease. We often think of babies and kids being more 

prone to these kinds of diseases, but adults can be susceptible as well. 
Pertussis is a serious, contagious disease caused by bacteria and is spread 
through the air by coughing and sneezing. It is commonly referred to as 
Whooping Cough because of the “whoop” that is heard when an afflicted 
person gasps for breath.   

How can you protect yourself from this? Adults (and grandparents!) need to 
get the Tdap vaccine to protect themselves and their friends, family, 
children, or grandchildren with whom they may be in contact.   

Why not get your Tdap vaccine today? If you have any questions regarding 
Pertussis or the Tdap vaccine, call our Public Health Center at 262-896-
8430.   

Brenda Lytle, RN, Director of Care Ministries  

The Grape Vine Project -  
Wisconsin Health Foundation 

Brenda Lytle, RN, Director of Ascension’s Care Ministries has done several 
health education sessions as a result of attending trainings on medical, 
evidence-based health education and outreach programs. The topics covered 
at Ascension were The Healthy Aging Brain, Mental Illness: Anxiety and 
Depression and Breast Cancer. One of the topics in the coming year will be  
Diabetes, Heart Disease, and Self-Care: Awareness, Acknowledgement, 
Action. It is important to stay informed on health topics and these sessions 
help to promote awareness for yourself or those that you care about. 

Red Cross Babysitting Classes 
Is your teen getting ready to stay home alone or to be in charge of a younger 
sibling? If so, help them prepare by signing them up for Red Cross Certified 
Babysitting Training here at Ascension this summer for boys and girls. 

Classes will be offered this summer for teens and pre-teens ages 11 years-
old and up. This training includes childcare, first-aid, and CPR skills. The 
classes are June 26 and 28. One full-day class is needed to be certified. 
Class runs from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. in West Hall. Cost is $40, which includes 
lunch, Red Cross certification, and all course materials. Class size is limited 
to ten students/day, so sign up now on the Care Ministries bulletin 
board!    

HOPE Ministry Picnic* 

If you are struggling with loss and would like to connect with friends, you 
are welcome to attend our HOPE (Healing Our Pain…Eventually) Ministry 
picnic on Tuesday, June 6, from 6-8 p.m. at the park shelter next to 
Ascension. We will enjoy food, socializing, and some brainstorming for 
activities and service work for the ministry. Families are welcome! If the 
weather is inclement, we will meet in Ascension’s West Hall.    

*Photos in the margin are from HOPE’s spring fellowship event. 
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Care Ministries 
Needs You! 
Are you looking for a 
way to connect with 
people in our church? 
Perhaps you have a 
desire to help others, 
support those that serve 
in the military, or those 
with a new Cancer 
diagnosis. Care 
Ministries supports the 
many needs of people in 
our congregation. 
Sometimes it is a ride or 
sometimes it is helping a 
family living with a 
loved one who has 
Alzheimers or a 
disability. If you are 
looking for a rewarding 
way to help others, 
please contact, Brenda 
Lytle, RN, Director of 
Care Ministries at 262-
547-8518 or 
brenda@ascensionelca.org.  

Outdoor Worship & Cookout 
Our first 2017 outdoor worship is June 11 at 10:45 a.m. After the service, be 
sure to stop by, behind the church, and enjoy some great food at our cookout 
sponsored by AMEN Men’s Ministry and the Daniel Plan small group. On the 
menu, we’ll have grilled chicken, assorted salads, and lots of great. Free will 
donations accepted. Everyone is welcome so bring a friend. 

But wait! That’s not all! We’ll also be hosting a 50/50 raffle with the proceeds 
going to the church’s Good Samaritan Fund. We’re looking forward to seeing 
you there! Volunteers are needed to help prepare food, set up, serve, and clean 
up. If you are interested in helping or have any questions, contact Kurt Burie, 
kburie3@gmail.com.  

Knit Wits 
The Wisconsin USO held their second annual Operation Baby Shower on May 
12. Ascension Knit Wits were the only outside group participating or donating 
this year, since the national USO took care of everything else. We donated 114 
hats, 6 headbands, 66 blankets, and 92 baby sweaters! The USO gives out the 
baby items all year to moms who need them, not just to the moms attending the 
shower. Thanks to all of our Knit Wits for working so hard on this project and 
to the rest of the congregation who donated yarn, blankets, and sweaters. 

Our next big push will be for hats (or mittens or scarves if you prefer) for the 
Waukesha Christmas Clearing Council (November) and for fancy/light-weight 
scarves or shawlettes for the Women's Shelter (on-going). We'll continue to 
meet throughout the summer, but Knit Fests won't be held in July or August. 

Young at Heart 

Our group is for seniors, 55+. We have several opportunities this month. On 
June 7, you are invited to meet at Denny's Restaurant on Grandview Blvd. at 9 
a.m., for breakfast and socializing. 

On Wednesday, June 21, we will gather for our potluck lunch in Ascension’s 
East Hall at noon. No need to sign up - just come and enjoy lunch and an 
afternoon of socializing and games. If you are able, bring a dish to pass. If you 
have questions, call Celeste Defenbaugh at 262-370-4522, Beth Hoffmann at 
262-542-7447, or Arlene Davis at 262-542-9119.  

Blood Pressure 
Screening 
Resumes in 
Fall 
Thanks to our health 
professionals who 
assisted with Ascension’s 
blood pressure screenings 
this past year. It is so 
great that Care Ministries 
is able to provide 
screening between 
services to our members 
to promote wellness!  

Fall GriefShare Program 

Are you suffering with loneliness or grief after the loss of a loved one? Care 
Ministries plans to implement another GriefShare program in the fall. Death 
presents times of struggle in our personal lives. Christians that have a solid 
faith still need ongoing comfort and encouragement during these difficult 
periods. GriefShare is facilitated by leaders, videos, and workbooks that 
address grief in a biblical context along with ongoing support and discussion 
groups. This is a 12-week program, on Tuesday evenings this fall (dates and 
times to come). If you, a family member, or friend would like to join, please 
contact Brenda Lytle at 262-547-8518 or brenda@ascensionelca.org.  
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MISSION OUTREACH  

Save the Date for the 10th Anniversary  
Outreach for Hope Family Bike Ride 

Saturday, Sept. 9 in Dousman 

Jeff Kirk will lead the Spirit Spinner Ascension Team.  

Contact Jeff at (262) 524-8975 or jeffrey@kirks.us.  

More info: www.ofhbikeride.com to participate.  

Ride - Volunteer - Donate  

Literacy Program 

Our tutoring program will take a step back for the 
summer months. We will meet on the first and 
third Saturday of each month except for July 
when we will meet on the 8th and 22nd. These 
weeks will be group experiences on specific 
topics in order to build confidence in language 
skills. During the other weeks, we will offer drop-
in study sessions. We hope that by offering 
tutoring during the summer in a more relaxed 
setting, we will give both volunteers and students 
a break from the intense routine. We will need 
four volunteers for group sessions. For the drop-
in/study sessions, we will need two volunteers. If 
you were not able to attend the tutor meeting 
when we signed up, please contact Barbara 
Nordberg to sign up for a session or two. We still 
have some weeks that need tutors. We are aware 
that Saturdays in the summer are precious to both 
tutors and students and we want to give everyone 
some flexibility without losing any of the progress 
we have made in recent months. We are so 
thankful for all of the commitment to this 
program and look forward to continuing with a 
full program in the fall.  

Habitat for Humanity 
Thrivent Builds has two dates in June to participate 
in Milwaukee’s build: Monday, June 5 and 
Wednesday, June 7, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. No 
experience needed; you’ll learn from others. If you 
are looking for a closer volunteer building 
experience, check out Habitat in Waukesha. In 2016, 
more than 600 volunteers donated over 15,000 hours 
with Habitat of Waukesha County, completing two 
homes and beginning construction on five more. 
They also repaired 25 homes for seniors, 
homeowners with low income, and people with 
disabilities.  

In 2017, Habitat will complete five homes started in 
2016 and will break ground on several more. For 
these reasons, it is more important than ever that they 
have strong volunteer support! To sign up to 
volunteer or for more information, contact the 
volunteer coordinator at tyler@habitatwaukesha.org 
or 262-309-6025 x206, or click the volunteer button 
on their website.   

If you would like to talk to someone who has had a 
lot of experience with Habitat before you volunteer, 
Tom Duce has agreed to be our Ascension contact. 
He has participated in many building and rehabbing 
projects and can give you more details about the 
experience. He can be reached at tduce@wi.rr.com.  

Cross Sunday 
Thank you to all who donated baked goods for Cross Sunday; your generosity made the day we shared more 
special than ever. The whole Sunday was an example of how all Ascension’s wings worked together. Joyful 
Worship was evident in the wonderful sharing of worship together. During the Spiritual Growth education 
time, Cross children joined Ascension children at BLAST and adults participated in the Mission Outreach El 
Salvador sharing. The donated treats were an example of Caring Relationships. In the afternoon, youth from 
Cross and Ascension did random acts of kindness in the community. What a blessed day with our partners! 

SAVE THE DATE: Cross Lutheran Church in Milwaukee will be hosting another  picnic on August 20, 
2017. We hope to have a large group go to enjoy their hospitality.  
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GRATITUDE  

Plant Sale 

Care Ministries would like 
to thank all of you who 
purchased plants and 
flowers. The proceeds from 
this sale help fund Care 
Ministries fall programing, 
as well as our new 2017 
ministries! Thank you for 
making a difference!  

From the 
Haker Family 
The Ed Haker family 
wishes to extend a BIG 
THANK YOU to all the 
kind and wonderful cooks 
for the food they provided 
for the meal on May 6, 
plus the kitchen crew for 
their help. 

From the Family of Elmer Sedivy 
To Our Ascension Family: 
Thanks to all of you for the friendship and love shown to our father over 
the many years he was a member of Ascension. Thanks for all the support, 
cards, memorials, and prayers. His faith, family, and friends were very 
important parts of his life. His smile and handshake and hugs made a lot of 
people happy each day. We all were truly very blessed. He is home.  

From Hebron House of Hospitality 
Dear Ascension Lutheran Church, 
Contributors like YOU are the reason Hebron House of Hospitality exists! 
Your donations help individuals and families experiencing homelessness to 
obtain the resources they need to succeed. Your recent gift of $113.64 
supports mothers, fathers, sons, and daughters in our community who need 
the most help. 

In partnership, Kris Androsky, Executive Director  

From Waukesha County FOOD Pantry 
Thank you for your donation to the FOOD Pantry of Waukesha County. 
Your gift of $50.00 makes a direct impact on the well-being of our 
community. When people are able to access a resource like the FOOD 
Pantry, they are incredibly grateful for the services we deliver with the 
utmost dignity: “Thank you for helping me during my time of need. At 
first, I was embarrassed to come - but everyone made me feel welcome.” 

Thank you again for being our partner in supporting the health and well-
being of individuals and families in our community alleviating hunger. 

Judy Cesarec, Associate Director 

P.S. Ascension, thank you for all you do for our Pantry - your donations 
and your wonderful volunteers.  

mailto:jeffrey@kirks.us
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CHURCH COUNCIL  

Welcome! 
Please join us in welcoming Tamie Greenwood to our office staff. 
Tamie will be working mornings, Monday through Friday, as our 
new administrator for Joyful Worship and Spiritual Growth. Her 
duties will include office reception and general office support. 
Next time you’re in the office, please introduce yourself. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Revenue continued to outpace 
expenses in April, even though 
we struggled to meet our budget 
target. Contributions are running 
about 7.5% above 2016, which is 
a great thing! We continue to 
receive contributions for 
Ascension Arise, making a 
$35,000 principle payment in 
March against our long-term 
debt.   

Peter Laper, Interim Treasurer 

Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be 

in good health, just as it is well with your soul.   

3 John 1:2 
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 Roger Nordberg  
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Joyful Worship 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 
 
10am  Al-Anon 
WH 
7pm Ballantyne 

Sm Grp 107 

2 
 
 
9am Private NR 
7:30pm NA 
 

3 
 
 
9am Tutoring 106, 
107, HR, PR, WH 

4 
Pentecost 
Senior Toweling & Sending 
9am Worship 
10am Fellowship 
10:45 Worship 
6pm The Daniel Plan 107 
6pm AA Beginner WH 
7pm AA closed WH 

5 
9:45am  Al-Anon WH 
5:30pm Prayer Group 

PR 
6:30pm AMEN 107 
 

6 
6:30am AMEN 107 
9:30am TGIT 107 
9:30am Women’s 

Bible Study HR 
6pm HOPE Offsite, 

or WH 
7pm Mutual Min-

stry PR 

7 
8am Private PR 
9am Staff Mtg. WH 
9am YAH, Denny’s 
9:30 Cross Meal, 

offsite 
12:30pm Women’s 

Nurture Grp PR 
4pm Tutoring 106, 107 
7pm AA Wisdom WH, 

HR 

8 
10am  Al-Anon 

WH 
10am TGBG PR 
7pm Ballantyne 

Sm Grp 107 
 

9 
7:30pm NA 

10 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
9am Worship 
10am Fellowship 
10:45am Worship, Outdoor 
12pm Cook-Out WH,K CY 
6pm AA Beginner WH 
7pm AA closed WH 
 

12 

 
 
9:45am  Al-Anon WH 
1pm Living Letters 

106 
6:30pm AMEN 107 

13 
 
 
6:30am AMEN 107 
9:30am Women’s 

Bible Study HR 
7pm Holloway Grp. 

107 

14 
 
 
8am Private PR 
11:45am Men’s Group 

Lunch 106 
7pm AA Wisdom, WH 

HR 
 

15 
Newsletter  
Deadline 
10am  Al-Anon 

WH 
7pm Ballantyne 

Sm Grp 107 

16 
7:30pm NA 

17 
9am Knit Fest EH 
9am Tutoring 106, 
107, HR, PR, WH 
 
 

18 
Father’s Day 
9am Worship 
10am Fellowship 
10:45am Worship 
6pm AA Beginner WH 
7pm AA closed WH 

19 
9:45am  Al-Anon WH 
5:30pm Prayer Group 

PR 
6:30pm AMEN 107 
 

20 
6:30am AMEN 107 
9:30am TGIT 107 
9:30am Women’s 

Bible Study HR 
7pm Church Coun-

cil 107 
 

21 
8am Private PR 
12pm YAH Potluck 

EH/WH 
12:30pm Women’s 

Nurture Grp. PR 
7pm AA Wisdom, WH 
 

22 
10am  Al-Anon 

WH 
10am TGBG PR 
7pm Ballantyne 

Sm Grp 107 

23 
6pm Wedding 
Rehearsal S 
7:30pm NA 

24 
9am Tutoring 106, 
107, HR, PR, WH 
2pm Wedding S 

25 
9am Worship 
10am Fellowship 
10am Adult Ed 
10:45am Worship 
12pm Praise Band S 
6pm AA Beginner WH 
7pm AA closed WH 

26 
8:30am Babysitting 

Clinic EH 
9:45am  Al-Anon WH 
12pm Knit Wits WH 
6:30pm AMEN 107 

27 
6:30am AMEN 107 
9:30am Women’s 

Bible Study HR 
7pm Holloway Grp. 

107 
 
 

28 
8am Private PR 
8:30am Babysitting 

Clinic WH 
7pm AA Wisdom, WH 

29 
10am  Al-Anon 

WH 
7pm Ballantyne 

Sm Grp 107 

30 
7:30pm NA 

 

   KEY 
EH East Hall 
HR Hearth Rm. 
N Narthex 
NR Nursery 
 

 
PR Prayer Rm. 
S Sanctuary 
WH West Hall 
YR Youth Room 

JOLT Camp 

JOLT Adventure Camp 

J u n e  

Greater MKE Synod Assembly 


