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PASTORS’ PERSPECTIVES  

A Star Shining in the Night 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. ~ John 1:9 

Merry Christmas! Still in these first days of this new year we hear the words Merry Christmas as the 
church celebrates the season of Christmas through January 6 when the feast of Epiphany arrives and 
the Magi arrive at the manger. 

It was an awfully full schedule: travel arrangements to Bethlehem, lost hotel reservations, a stay in a 
manger, a birthing room without medical insurance or assistance, and early visitors smelling of sheep. 
Then, just as we expect Mary and Joseph to take time to rest, the Magi knock on the door. “More 
visitors,” shouts Joseph. Mary pulls herself together one more time and pastes on a plastic smile to 
greet the visitors from the East. The Magi come bearing gifts, but more importantly, they arrive with 
stories of a star that appeared around the time of the birth of Mary’s son - a star that shines brighter 
than the rest and calls the Magi to follow. It is the same star that calls us to follow.   

Once again, we have followed the star to the manger. Once again, we pray for the hope of God to 
overwhelm us. Epiphany is the season of light.  And after 2016, I am in desperate need for the light of 
God’s promise to continue to call us and the rest of the world - first, to the manger and then to go into 
the world to tell the story of God’s love and promise. As the star shines in the sky, may the light of 
Christ shine in us and through us. “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it!” Peace be with you,  

Rev. Christian Marien 

Fearfully and Wonderfully Made 
New Year’s resolutions are said to go in one year and out the other. This has definitely been my 
experience. Year after year, I promise myself to be better, to do better. In fact, every New Year’s 
resolution that I’ve ever made has basically been an unsuccessful attempt at self-improvement. I 
wonder if my focus has been misaligned for decades. This year, instead of trying to change myself. I 
resolve to be myself. Sure. At first glance, it may sound trite. But perhaps our most challenging calling is 
to simply be…ourselves. To do as the Psalmist declares, praise God because we are “fearfully and 
wonderfully made.” 

I’m reminded of the late great Lutheran author and theologian, Dr. Seuss. In his book, Happy Birthday to 
You!, he writes, “Today you are you! That is truer than true! There is no one alive who is you-er than 
you!” It is my ardent prayer that for 2017 we can believe God’s word in Genesis that all creation is good, 
including you and including me.  

Rev. Angela Khabeb   
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH  SPIRITUAL GROWTH  

A New Year’s Resolution: I. C. A. N. ! 

H 
ardly a day passes that we don’t read or hear of injustice, 
acts of hatred, violence, and brutality. It is easy to become 
discouraged and think that nothing can be done to change 
the evil and sorry mess our world is in. You may have 

thought you couldn’t but now you can say and think: “I CAN !” 

I. C.A.N. !-- -- Intentional Caring Acts Now! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

There are approximately 1,100 members in the Ascension church 
family, and if each person committed him/herself to do one intentional 
caring act each day, that would mean the membership from our 
church alone could be responsible for 7,700 acts of caring during the 
week and 401,500 acts in a year! Do you think could make a 
difference in our community—you bet! 

The Prayer Team has prayed for an answer to the growing violence in 
our world and this is what the Lord has impressed on us. 

Be creative! Make a log of your I.C.A.N.!s and share them with your 
small group or friends. Maybe you can inspire others to join in making 
a difference! 

While your I.C.A.N.!s can make a positive change in your life and in 
the lives of those around you, the most important I can in your life 
should be I can pray! Prayer does change things. Praising the Lord 
even in the midst of struggles can bring blessings and 
change. Psalm 25:9: “At that time people will say, ‘Our God 
is doing this!’ We have waited for him, and he has come to 
save us. This is the LORD. We waited for him, so we will 
rejoice and be happy when he saves us.” 

The Prayer Team invites you to join us on the first and third 
Mondays each month, in the Prayer Room, at 5:30 p.m. for 
an hour of prayer. 

Peace and Joy, Love and Faith in Christ! 

Bonnie Thiesenhusen 

Schedules 
BLAST  

Jan. 1  No BLAST 
Jan. 8   Epiphany / Jesus 
  Baptism  
  (Matt. 3:13-17) 
Jan. 15 The Lamb of God 
  (John 1:29-42) 
Jan. 22 No BLAST  
Jan. 29 The Beatitudes 
  (Matt 5:1-12) 

JOLT  

Jan. 5   6:30-8 p.m. 
Jan. 12 6:30-8 p.m. 
Jan. 19         No JOLT  
Jan. 26 6:30-8 p.m. 
 
CRASH/Mime 

Jan. 8   12:30-2:30 p.m. 
  Mime Lunch & 
  Rehearsal 
Jan.15    12:30-2:30 p.m. 
  Mime Lunch & 
  Rehearsal 
Jan. 22 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
  Mime Lunch & 
  Rehearsal 
Jan. 29 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
  Mime Lunch & 
  Rehearsal        
TBD  CRASH Fun  
  Event 

Thank you from BLAST 
Special thanks to Vicki Marien and all the volunteers 
for hosting such a wonderful Road to Bethlehem event 
on Dec. 4.  Also, we wish to thank our Director of 
Music Vicki Taylor and our BLAST students, parents, 
and countless volunteers for sharing such a beautiful 
Children’s Christmas Program on Dec. 18.   
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CARING RELATIONSHIPS  

 

H 
appy New Year! Instead of a list of New Year Resolutions for 
2017, I will offer this prayer for peace and love… 

I pray that the Lord guides us to do what we can and gives us 
the potential to accept what we can’t. I pray that we stay strong 
without those who have left us because they are also right with us, 
may they rest in peace. I pray that we do everything right so the ones 
who will come after us will have good models. I pray for health, 
peace, love, strength, and wisdom in our lives. Amen.  

Brenda Lytle, Director of Care Ministries 

GriefShare Program Begins January 10 
Please feel free to join us for another GriefShare weekly series 
beginning Jan. 10–March 28, from 6-8 p.m., in the Youth Room. Our 
GriefShare program helps participants not only from our own church 
but from our outside community too. The facilitator for the winter 
session is Kathy Kuhn. 

Free meals are provided to GriefShare participants beginning at 5:30 
p.m. in West Hall. The meals are provided by Ascension’s wonderful 
small and large groups and are greatly appreciated! If you have a 
small group and would like to make a meal for GriefShare, please 
contact Brenda Lytle, 547-8518 or brenda@ascensionelca.org.  

HOPE Ministry Brings Hope  
Our service projects for HOPE Ministry these past two months 
included helping a family from Cross Lutheran, which lost a loved 
one to gun violence last summer. This family was grateful because 
the HOPE group contributed food for their Thanksgiving meal. Lots 
of prayers were shared with them for safety and security in their 
lives. At Christmas time, the HOPE Ministry group donated $250 
worth of Walmart gift cards to the family for food or holiday gifts. Our 
HOPE Ministry group continues to grieve their losses, but we feel 
pride when we reach out to help others. Helping others makes us 
feel good psychologically and physically. (HOPE Ministry members 
are pictured above).    

Winter Yoga 
Begins January 9 
Do you want to get in shape 
and reduce your stress in 
2017? Care Ministries is 
hosting another six-week 
session of yoga beginning 
Monday, Jan. 9-Feb. 13, from 
6-7 p.m., in East Hall. Cost is 
only $12 for the entire six 
weeks ($2/class) and our 
instructor is Jessica Popp. 
Bring your fee, mat, and water 
bottle on Jan. 9  

Blood Pressure 
Screenings 
Blood pressures will be taken 
between church services in the 
Hearth Room once a month. 
Care Ministries is providing 
health professionals for this free 
service! 

Jan. 15, 2017  

Feb. 12, 2017  

March 5, 2017 

April 2, 2017 

May 7, 2017 
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We do not lose heart. Though 

outwardly we are wasting away, yet 

inwardly we a being renewed day 

by day. 
2 Corinthians 4:16 

Seeking New Leaders 
Care Ministries is looking for a new leader for College Care Packages. Becky Klotz resigned her position in 
2016 and we need some new leadership for 2017! 

Care Ministries is also seeking someone to head our Care Ministries Plant Sale. This volunteer needs to step 
up soon so we can set up the orders and paperwork needed for Shady Lane Nursery. The funds from the 
Plant Sale will help grow new Care Ministries in 2017. In 2016, the Plant Sale funds helped establish the new 
HOPE Ministry. In 2017, we want to begin a cancer care outreach and a foster/adoption resource group. If 
you are interested in seeing these ministries grow, please volunteer to keep our Plant Sale going. Contact 
Brenda at brenda@ascensionelca.org or 262-547-8518  

Knit Wits 
Our first arctic blast is hitting as I write this, with wind 
chills below zero. Did you know that some schools 
may keep students inside during recess if they do not 
have a hat, mittens, or boots? Ascension’s Knit Wits 
have received requests from several Waukesha 
elementary schools for hats, mittens, and scarves. 
We are busy making as many as possible, but the 
need remains big right here in town. We could use 
your help. Donations of hats, mittens, scarves, and 
boots are welcome and will be given to Waukesha 
school children. Any and all sizes are needed. 
Contact Maddie Goetter (262-527-4013) or Pat 
Ludwig (414-315-0661) for more information. 

If you like to knit or crochet, consider joining Knit Wits 
on Jan. 21 for our monthly Knit Fest. We'll spend the 
day here at Ascension creating our charity hats and 
more. 

In the meantime, stay warm! 

Maddie Goetter  

Young at Heart 
A blessed New Year to all. YAH enjoyed an 
evening out on Dec. 10. We went to see the 
Broadway Boys and finished the evening with a 
meal at the Mine Shaft Restaurant. We also 
celebrated Burt Weymeirs's 90th birthday. 
Blessings for many more years, Burt! 

Breakfast at Denny's on Grandview Blvd is 
Wednesday, Jan. 4. We meet at 9 a.m. and just 
enjoy breakfast and socializing. Please join us. 

On Wednesday, Jan. 18, at noon, we will have 
our monthly Potluck Luncheon at Ascension in 
East Hall. Bring a dish to pass if you are able. 
After lunch, there will be time to play games and 
enjoy the warmth and company of each other. If 
you have questions, please contact Celeste 
Defenbaugh at 262-370-4522, Beth Hoffmann at 
262-542-7447, or Arlene Davis at 262-542-9119.  
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CARING RELATIONSHIPS  

A Taste of The Daniel Plan: Holiday Food 

H 
appy New Year everyone! How did the holidays go for you? Did you have lots of socializing 
with all those traditional foods and beverages? Pardon us for asking…but do you have any 
idea what was in all that stuff? Curious, we asked ourselves, “Just what is in all those foods 

that many people claim would ruin their holidays if they didn’t eat it?” 

We know everyone had at least one jello mold. So exactly what is jello? Besides the gelatin, which is 
produced from disease-laden animals raised in factory farms, it is loaded with artificial flavorings 
most likely produced from petroleum products. It also contains BHA, which is an additive banned all 
over the world because of its link to cancer. Jello is loaded with sugar, which is most likely GMO, 
additionally exposing it to large amounts of pesticides. Jello also contains 12 milligrams of artificial 
food dyes including red #40 which is made from petroleum and is contaminated with carcinogens. In 
fact, Jello sold in Europe comes with the following warning label: “Produced from genetically modified 
maize (corn). May have adverse effects on activity and attention of children.” 

Surely, you had something with the all-time favorite…Cool Whip. Well, besides the trans-fat and high 
fructose syrup that are commonly known as things to never ingest, the remaining ingredients are 
known to cause organ toxicity, diarrhea, and tumors. The sodium caseinate has been linked to 
autism, brain malfunctions, and allergies. The artificial flavorings have been known to cause 
problems with the nervous system including depression, dizziness, seizures, as well as genetic 
defects. 

Throughout The Daniel Plan, Rick Warren, along with his team of consulting doctors, are constantly 
instilling the importance of good nutrition. Many people only think about good nutrition in relation to 
how one looks in the mirror. Good nutrition goes much deeper. Poor nutrition, even occasionally, can 
impact our most important organ in the body…the brain. Not only does our brain control our thoughts 
and emotions, but it also controls our organs and our immune system which is key to keeping us in 
top form. A lifestyle of poor nutrition can have a negative impact on your genes which could affect 
future generations. 

The Daniel Plan repeatedly stresses the concept that our bodies are temples for the Holy Spirit and 
caring for them is an act of worship to God. Why not make a resolution - no, make a DECISION - that 
this is the year you will start treating your body with the same loving care that Christ shows you? 

Steve & Carol Spieker 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This column offers health and nutritional information and is for educational purposes only. It is not a 
substitute for, nor does it replace, professional medical advice, diagnosis, or treatment of health 
conditions. Please consult your physician or other healthcare professional before beginning or 
changing any health program to ensure it is appropriate for you. 

Whipped Topping alternative to Cool Whip 
1 can full-fat organic coconut milk, chilled 
Stevia to taste  
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
Open the can, scoop out the firm thick white layer, put in bowl and mix on high speed for 
3-5 minutes until fluffy and light with soft peaks. Mix in sweetener and vanilla. 

College Care Packages 
Thirteen care packages were sent out on Saturday, Nov. 26 to Ascension college students. The 
packages contained homemade cookies, candies, snacks and treats, toiletries, and office 
supplies. Thanks to all the volunteers and CRASH youth who donated their time and gifts for 
this! Gratitude for these packages were shared on the CRASH Facebook group page.  
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Generosity Heroes 
For the Continuous Support 

We are humbled by your generous and gracious support 
throughout the many years. You have been a major contributor to 
making this new spiritual journey possible for our family. Without 
your support, throughout this whole process, we believe it would 
have been difficult for us to reach our goal. Finally, thank you for 
your generous love.  

Steve Bogie & Family 
From the VA 

On behalf of the Milwaukee Clement J. Zablocki VA Medical 
Center, we would like to extend our appreciation to you for your 
donation of 19 handmade bibs and a lapghan for Veterans. Your 
wonderful donation of handmade bibs will be appreciated by the 
veterans in the Vet's Club and Community Living Center and will 
help keep their clothing clean during meals. The beautiful lapghan 
will help to keep a Veteran warm during te upcoming winter 
season. Your donation demonstrates your concern for America’s 
heroes, as well as the service our veterans have given to our 
country. 

Carrie Waschitz, Chief, Voluntary Service  

From Hope Center 

Thank you very much for your gracious donation of the 
scrapbooking basket and Stamper’s Delight basket for Hope 
Center’s fall fundraiser. Hope Center is dedicated to preventing 
homelessness by providing basic needs - food, clothing, and 
shelter. With your continued support, we are making a difference.  

Ralph Zick, Executive Director  

Giving Tree Gratitude 

The Wednesday Women’s Nurture Group and the 
Christmas Clearing Council would like to thank the 
congregation for their generous donations to the Giving 
Tree Project. Four barrels of toys were collected and given 
to the Christmas Clearing Council, and about 35 gift cards 
were given to help the Burmese refugee families in this 
area and Cross families in Milwaukee. With your help, we 
are able to keep the spirit of Christmas alive by bringing joy 
to many children on Christmas morning! 

Linda Hansen and the Christmas Clearing Council  

Hats and Scarves 
Thank you for supporting the Christmas Clearing Council this 
year by donating knit hats and scarves. With your help, we 
are able to bring joy to many children this Christmas season. 

To Ascension’s Living Letters 
Dear Ones, Thank you for your very kind welcome to 
Ascension. I was thrilled to be baptized. What a wonderful 
door to open to our Lord.  
Your friend,  

Gloria 
P.S. I love to make cards.  
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MISSION OUTREACH: PARTNERSHIPS  

Cross Lutheran Church Partnership 
Mardi Gras Save the Date: Feb. 17 is the date of this year ’s Mardi Gras. It is a great night of fun and fund-
raising with our sisters and brothers at Cross along with other partners. You will be treated to good food, 
laughter, music, and friendship. Watch the bulletins for updates. 

Cross Food Pantry supplies 200 bags of necessary food items each and every week. Your donations 
to the food pantry make this possible. Simple one-dish foods are most needed, such as packaged meals 
(mac and cheese), soups, fruits and vegetables, peanut butter and jelly. Place your items in the marked bins 
in the West Hall Donation Center. 

El Salvador Partnership 

News from San Jorge: Pr. Blanca continues to 
keep us updated with news from the Church of the 
Miracle of God in San Jorge. They are working on 
updating their building by asking families to donate $2 
a week to help with the costs. Families who have so 
little, give from their hearts for their church. They 
recently welcomed Bishop Gomez for a special event 
and were able to have him participate in baptisms and 
first communions. They are excited for our visit in 
April. 

Mission Trip: Are you looking for a warm place to 
go for spring break 2017? Join us for a mission trip to 
El Salvador. Spring break 2017 is April 8-15, which is 
Holy Week. This will enable our delegates to be part 
of some of the Salvadoran Holy Week experiences. 
We will leave on the Saturday before Palm Sunday 
and return the following Saturday, so we will be home 
for Easter. We will spend time with our brothers and 
sisters at our partnership congregation in San Jorge 
and will also visit the agroferreteria we helped build. 
More details will be announced in the coming  weeks. 
If you have questions, please contact Sarah 
Wehmeier Aparicio, weh22@hotmail.com. 

Tanzania Partnership 
Coffee Project: Coffee sales continue at 
Ascension each week to support the farmers in the 
Meru Diocese. Without our synod participation in 
selling coffee, the farmers would not be able to 
support their families. Please stop by on Sunday 
mornings and enjoy a cup and take a bag home for 
your personal use. Every bag we sell makes a 
difference in the lives of a real family. 

Hospital: Nkoaranga Hospital is performing over 
twenty orthopedic surgeries a month without an x-
ray machine! The good news is that a team of 
German doctors has promised, through the Rotary 
Club Germany, that they will receive the budget 
needed to buy the x-ray machine. However, there 
will be extra costs and unforeseen costs, such as 
buying power protection materials, preparation of the 
room for installation, transporting the machine, and 
final installation. The Greater Milwaukee Synod 
Meru Committee has agreed to raise the money for 
this project. If you are interested in this important 
endeavor, contact Shirley Wehmeier or Sarah 
Aparicio, pwehmeier@wi.rr.com or 
weh22@hotmail.com.    
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IN OUR OWN BACKYARD  

Literacy Project 
At a Mission Outreach meeting last fall, we asked Jo Buth the question, “What 
is the greatest barrier to success for refugees?” (Jo is our local refugee expert 
because she has worked with refugee families for over 20 years). Her 
immediate response was that the biggest barrier was learning English. Without 
that skill, refugees are limited in education, work, and their social lives. We 
looked at the trauma that most refugees and new immigrants have had in 
coming to this new country. They suffered in their homeland, they suffered in 
the refugee camps, and then came to a country where they had to learn a new 
language, culture, and lifestyle. Due to the trauma, being part of a larger 
classroom setting is not always a recipe for success. In addition, the schedule 
for formal classes does not fit their schedules as they begin work. 

Mission Outreach decided to coordinate tutoring sessions with the Literacy 
Council of Greater Waukesha. We were hoping to have six students matched 
with six volunteer tutors for a one-on-one learning experience. The first meeting 
had 14 students with 7 tutors! By the end of December we had 20 students and 
13 tutors!! 

Our goal is to have two tutors form a team to work with 2-4 students so that 
there is flexibility in scheduling and tutors will not have to commit to weekly 
participation. In order to meet that goal, we still need a few more tutors. In fact, 
the need may continue to grow as new students step forward. We are so 
excited to see the success of this new ministry! 

One of Mission Outreach’s goals for the 2025 Vision is to do more ministry “in 
our own backyard.” This new ministry is a great way to carry out that goal. If 
you are interested in becoming a tutor or know of someone who might be, 
please contact Barbara Nordberg or Shirley Wehmeier. The only language you 
have to know is English. We will resume Jan. 7.    

Winter Shelter 
Local social service organizations have long recognized and identified homelessness as a serious and 
ongoing problem in the city. Waukesha County currently has 126 shelter beds available, but that number 
does not meet the need in severe weather. Salvation Army and the Housing Action Coalition are partnering to 
provide an overflow winter shelter for 25 men at the old Northview School. The shelter will offer personal 
sleeping space; breakfast; bathroom and shower facilities; transportation to and from the location; and an 
array of support services, such as job and housing searches, mental health services, and alcohol and drug 
abuse counseling to assist guests in gaining independence and stability. The shelter will be open seven days 
a week from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. 

How can you help? A donation of $30 can shelter one individual for one night. It's also seeking clothing, 
toiletries, bedding, disposable dishware and silverware, and non-perishable food items. They are also raising 
funds to provide motel vouchers for women and children when the current homeless shelters are full. 

From ELCA 
World Hunger 
Thank you for your gifts to 
ELCA World Hunger and 
Lutheran Disaster 
Response this year. As 
our church family comes 
together around the 
crèche this Christmas to 
gaze in awe at Mary, 
Joseph, and the baby 
Jesus, thousands of 
families in the U.S. and 
around the world are 
living new lives by the 
work you help make 
possible. With your 
generous gifts, you are 
sharing the Christmas 
hope and joy each day. 

In Christ’s birth and in 
your faithful response to 
this holiest gift, there is a 
‘thrill of hope, the weary 
world rejoices, for yonder 
breaks a new and glorious 
morn.” thank you for 
joining with ELCA World 
Hunger and Lutheran 
disaster REsponse to help 
to create this “thrill of 
hope” and joyful 
celebration around the 
world, throughout the 
year. 

The Rev. Dan Rift, 
Director ELCA World 
Hunger and Disaster 
Appeal 
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YOUR COUNCIL AT WORK  

Financial Report 
See Amid the Winter’s Snow 

Lyricist: Edward Caswall 

See amid the winter’s snow 
Born for us on earth below 

See the tender Lamb appears 
Promised from eternal years 

Say, ye holy shepherds, say 
What your joyful news today 

Wherefore have ye left your sheep 
On the lonely mountain steep 

Sacred infant, all divine 
What a tender love was thine 

Thus to come from highest bliss 
Down to such a world as this 

Hail, thou ever-blessed morn 
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn 
Sing through all of Jerusalem 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 

 
Total income for the month of November: 
$53,337.90 

Total expenses for the month of November: 
$49,603.07 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year, 

Patti Mueller, Treasurer 

Council News 
In December, I hosted council members and their spouses at an open house. After, I heard the comment, 
“There are a lot of good people at Ascension.” I agree that the good people of the council have been a 
blessing to work with as they focus on doing God’s will for the people of God at Ascension. They have worked 
diligently to carry out the ministries of the church and address the challenges of the future. 

At the November annual congregational meeting, we closed with the prayer of St. Francis. The opening 
petition of this prayer is, “Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace.” Based on 70 years of life experiences, 
I can state that it is much easier to talk than to listen. It is much easier to do things my way rather than seek to 
learn from others. It is much easier to believe that I am right and you are wrong if you happen to disagree with 
me. When we pray to be instruments of peace, we need to be ready to listen more than we talk, to learn from 
others, and to see that another person’s viewpoint may be the right one. Jesus said, “My peace I leave with 
you.” When we don’t attempt to share that peace, we reject His great gift. 

A church is a beacon of God’s love in the neighborhood and the world. It is an awesome and rewarding 
responsibility to have some leadership in keeping this light shining bright so it doesn’t fade when the 
Christmas lights go out. I would ask that all of us take care to be a light in your everyday life in the new year. 
Pray and think about your talents that can contribute to Ascension’s light in our neighborhood and the world. 
Jesus is the light of the world but we are sent to reflect His light.  

Paul Wehmeier, President 

Pastoral Acts 
Baptism: Gloria Hellner, December 4 

Funeral: Agnes Coralline, December 20 

Funeral: Arvid “Rick” Graser, December 28 
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THE NEWS-

Ascension 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ELCA 

1415 Dopp St. 

Waukesha, WI 53188 

262-547-8518 

www.ascensionelca.org  
Facebook.com/ascensionlutheran 

OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 

9 a.m.—5 p.m. 

FRIDAY 

9 a.m.—3 p.m. 

Executive Staff 
  

Lead Pastor  
 Rev. Christian W. Marien 
 PC@ascensionelca.org   
 
Pastor  
 Rev. Angela T. Khabeb 
 PA@ascensionelca.org  
 
Director of Administration  
 Amy Gilgenbach  
 Admin@ascensionelca.org  
 
Director of Care Ministries  
 Brenda Lytle, RN  
 Brenda@ascensionelca.org  
 
Director of Faith Formation 
 Tony Acompanado  
 Tony@ascensionelca.org  
 
Director of Music Ministries  
 Vicki Taylor  
 Vicki@ascensionelca.org  
 

Support Staff 
  

Administrator - Joyful Worship 
& Spiritual Growth  
 Amy Stryker 
 AmyS@ascensionelca.org 
  
Administrator - Caring  
Relationships &  
Mission Outreach  
 Kate Mattson  
 Kate@ascensionelca.org  
 
Praise Band Leader 
 Ben Janzow 
 Ben_janzow@yahoo.com  
 
Nursery Staff  
 Becca Tenwinkel 
 Victoria Kirk 
 

Ministry/Operations 
Director of Ministries  
 Kelly Hoeg  
 khoeg@wi.rr.com  
 
Director of Operations  
 Peter Laper  
 Peterlaper@gmail.com  
 

 
 

 

Church Council 
  

President  
 Paul Wehmeier  
 paulkw@wi.rr.com  
 
First Vice President  
 Cynthia Carlson  
 cynthiac1966@live.com 
 
Second Vice President  
 Craig Greenwood  
 ctgreenwood1@att.net  
 
Secretary  
 Marcy Schaefer  
 marcymschaefer@yahoo.com  
 
Treasurer  
 Patti Mueller  
 mombski@aol.com  
 
Council Members-at-Large  
 Alan Gilgenbach  
 al@gilgenbach.net 
 
 Bryn Kirk  
 brynkirk@gmail.com  
 
 Becky Klotz  
 becky.klotz23@yahoo.com 
 
 Roger Nordberg  
 rbnordberg@gmail.com  
 
 Jeremy Poling 
 polingj@alumni.msoe.edu  
 
 Cathy Rapp  
 catherinerapp@sbcglobal.net  
 

Wing Leaders 
Joyful Worship 
 Amy James 
 Jamesgang247@yahoo.com 
 
Spiritual Growth 
 Sheri Greger 
 Sheri_frogs@yahoo.com 
 
Caring Relationships 
 Cheryl Anspach 
 cheryllynnaa@yahoo.com 
 
Mission Outreach 
 Shirley Wehmeier 
 pwehmeier@wi.rr.com 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
10am Worship 
12pm Private WH 
6pm AA Beginner WH 
7pm AA closed WH 

2 
Office Closed 
9:45am  Al-Anon WH 
12pm Private NR 
5:30pm Prayer 

Group PR 
6:30pm AMEN 107 

3 
9:30am TGIT 107 
9:30am Women’s 

Bible Study HR 
6:30pm Mission 

Outreach 107 
7pm Mutual Ministry 

PR 

4 
8am Private PR 
9am YAH Breakfast at 

Denny’s 
9:30am Cross Meal 
12pm Private NR 
12:30pm Women’s Nu-

ture Group PR 
3pm Tutoring 106, 107 
6pm Ringers 
6:30pm TNT EH 
7pm AA Wisdom WH, HR 
7:30pm Choir S 

5 
10am  Al-Anon WH 
10am TGBG PR 
5pm Angel Choir 
5:30pm Joyful Sounds 
6pm Youth Bells 
6:45pm JOLT EH, WH, 

S 
7pm Ballantyne Sm Grp 

107 

6 
Epiphany 

7 
9am Tutoring 
106, 107, HR, 
PR, WH 

8 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am BLAST 
10 am Adult Ed S 
10:45 Worship 
12pm Mime WH, N, S 
6pm AA Beginner WH 
7pm AA closed WH 

9 
9:45am  Al-Anon WH 
12pm Private NR 
1pm Living Letters 

106 
6pm Yoga EH 
6:30pm AMEN 107 

10 
6:30am Early Bird 

AMEN 107 
9:30am Women’s 

Bible Study HR 
5:30pm GriefShare 

Dinner WH 
6pm GriefShare YR 
7pm Holloway Sm 

Grp 107 

11 
8am Private PR 
11:45am Men’s Nurture 

Grp 106 
12pm Private NR 
2pm Staff Mtg., Offsite 
3pm Tutoring 106, 107 
6pm Ringers 
6:30pm TNT EH 
7pm AA Wisdom, WH 
7:30pm Choir S 

12 
10am  Al-Anon WH 
5pm Angel Choir 
5:30pm Joyful Sounds 
6pm Youth Bells 
6:45pm JOLT EH, WH, 

S 
7pm Ballantyne Sm Grp 

107 

13 14 
8am CRASH 

Service, 
Offsite 

9am Tutoring 
106, 107, HR, 
PR, WH 
9am SOPHIA 
EH 

15  
Newsletter Deadline 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am BLAST 
10 am Adult Ed S 
10:45 Worship 
12pm Mime WH, N, S 
6pm AA Beginner WH 
7pm AA closed WH 

16 
9:45am  Al-Anon WH 
12pm Private NR 
5:30pm Prayer 

Group PR 
6pm Knit Wits WH 
6pm Yoga EH 
6:30pm AMEN 107 

17 
6:30am AMEN 107 
9:30am TGIT 107 
9:30am Women’s 

Bible Study HR 
1pm Pastoral Assis-

tants PR 
3pm Tutoring 106, 

107 
5:30pm GriefShare 

Dinner WH 
6pm GriefShare YR 
7pm Council 107 

18 
8am Private PR 
12pm Private NR 
12pm YAH Potluck EH, 

WH 
12:30pm Women’s Nur-

ture Grp PR 
6pm Ringers 
6:30pm TNT EH 
7pm AA Wisdom, WH HR 
7:30pm Choir S 

19 
10am  Al-Anon WH 
10am TGBG PR 
5pm Angel Choir 
5:30pm Joyful Sounds 
6pm Youth Bells 
7pm Ballantyne Sm Grp 

107 

20 21 
9am Tutoring 
106, 107, HR, 
PR, WH 
9am SOPHIA 
EH 
10am Private K, 
EH 

22   
8:30am Worship 
10 am Adult Ed S 
10:45 Worship 
12pm Mime WH, N, S 
6pm AA Beginner WH 
7pm AA closed WH 

23 
9:45am  Al-Anon WH 
12pm Private NR 
6pm Yoga EH 
6:30pm AMEN 107 

24 
6:30am Early Bird 

AMEN 107 
9:30am Women’s 

Bible Study HR 
5:30pm GriefShare 

Dinner WH 
6pm GriefShare YR 
7pm Holloway Sm 

Grp 107 

25 
8am Private PR 
12pm Private NR 
3pm Tutoring 106, 107 
6pm Ringers 
6:30pm TNT EH 
7pm AA Wisdom, WH 
7:30pm Choir S 

26 
10am  Al-Anon WH 
5pm Angel Choir 
5:30pm Joyful Sounds 
6pm Youth Bells 
6:45pm JOLT EH, WH, 

S 
7pm Ballantyne Sm Grp 

107 

27 28 
9am Tutoring 
106, 107, HR, 
PR, WH 

29 
8:30am Worship 
9:30am Blood Pres-
sure Check HR 
9:45am BLAST 
10 am Adult Ed S 
10:45 Worship 
12pm Mime WH, N, S 
12pm Praise Band S 
2pm Private S 
6pm AA Beginner WH 
7pm AA closed WH 

30 
9:45am  Al-Anon WH 
12pm Private NR 
6pm Yoga EH 
6:30pm AMEN 107 

31 
6:30am Early Bird 

AMEN 107 
9:30am Women’s 

Bible Study HR 
5:30pm GriefShare 

Dinner WH 
6pm GriefShare YR 
 

    

   KEY 
EH East Hall 
HR Hearth Room 
N Narthex 
NR Nursery 

 
PR Prayer Room 
S Sanctuary 
WH West Hall 
YR Youth Room 


