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Two quotes are holding my attention these days.

When everything feels like an uphill struggle...just think of the view 
from the top. - Anonymous

We have much to be thankful for even as we have seen our share of the 
uphill struggle. This past year, leadership at Ascension has navigated 
the continued journey of walking with who Ascension has been, who 
Ascension is now, and who Ascension will be. The foundation on which 
we build has never been in question; God in Jesus Christ continues to 
bless us and provide us with the necessary gifts and passions of people in 
our midst to shape the ministries God has entrusted to us.  I believe the 
struggles of transition and change will 
be with us for another season or two. We 
cannot rush the progression of letting go 
and recommitting to the life and mission 
of God here at Ascension which, truth 
be told, is a normal part of every call 
process in every congregation. This is an 
uphill struggle. Some of us have moved 
on quickly to what is next for Ascension 
and some of us are still holding on to 
what has been. The hope is that we can, 
each of us, find a way to move forward 
together knowing that some need more time and others are impatient 
with where we are currently as a congregation. When everything feels like 
an uphill struggle…just think of the view from the top.

A ten month call process offered us a candidate who withdrew as we were 
contemplating an introduction to the congregation citing the needs of her 
family. The call team and I endured a painful moment of uphill struggle. 
When you are climbing the mountain, so often you can only dream about 
what the mountaintop will look like. How were we to know that the Holy 
Spirit was shaping the heart of Pastor Angela to join us in ministry here at 
Ascension? Consider the view on the mountaintop with Pastor Angela by 
our side; the sunrise of her ministry here has begun to lighten the shad-
ows of night towards a new day of life. Thanks be to God.

Our ministries have remained strong with an incredible strengthening of 
our Caring Relationships wing in the area of Care Ministries. We continue 
to see wonderful new ways of reaching out into our community through 
our Grief Share Ministry. People who have disconnected from church 
for their great grief are finding a spiritual home here at Ascension and a 
renewed sense of relationship with the Body of Christ. The Pastoral Assis-
tant ministry is currently at its most cohesive and efficient expression of 
pastoral. Our homebound members are being tended to each month with 
the sacrament and with visits and hospital visits happen every day. Our 
Spiritual Growth wing has seen a growing invitation of high school stu-
dents who are members inviting their friends to youth group events. The 
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Joyful Worship wing has seen a strong sense of new life in the ministry of music under our newly 
seeded full-time (30 hours) Director of Music Ministries, Vicki Taylor. We expect even greater 
sounds to the glory of God in the coming year. Our Mission Outreach Wing has seen a powerful 
redesign in leadership under Shirley Wehmeier with the 
introduction of a Mission Outreach roundtable meeting 
each month. Leadership and discussion are shared and the 
story of God’s love is extended into the world around us 
in new ways through both our financial gifts and the work 
of our hands. Thanks be to God. In each of our wings, we 
still have room for improvement and the ability to unfurl 
our wings farther. What’s next for us? Is God whispering 
something to you?

The will to persevere is often the difference between fail-
ure and success. - D. Sarnoff

Romans 5 begins with these words: “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith 
into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. More than that, we 
rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love 
has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”

There are countless stories of life and death among us. We are shaped by the events and expe-
riences that lay claim to our lives. Literal life and death moments in our own lives and in the 
lives of those we love. However, the stories of life and death among us can also reflect the pain of 
divorce, the loss of a job, the broken promise, the shattered relationship, the wounding word, the 
disappointment of a decision, and of course the difficulty of disease. I have often read the words 
of Romans 5 with distrust for the phrase “rejoice in our sufferings” because it so often draws us 
to believe that God desires such suffering in our life. I disagree. Ascension has been, is now, and 
will always be a place of God’s love poured into the hearts of those who gather for worship to be 
reminded again of God’s overwhelming grace.

We look to the future with hope in the guiding hand of our God. Visitors continue to visit often 
times becoming new members. Our budget continues to reflect the realities of carrying a mortgage 
and the aggressive nature with which we are confronting this challenge. We are in a constant state 
of evaluation of the ministries in place and the desires and dreams for the future God lays before 
us. Ascension continues to be a beacon of light, a place of hope, and a community that is called 
by God to tell the story of God’s love through the death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ. This 
is the story we tell in every generation and at every moment of uphill struggle. We are children of 
God, followers of Jesus, a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special posses-
sion, that we might declare the praises of him who called us out of darkness into God’s wonderful 
light. So says the Apostle Peter in his letter to the scattered Christians throughout the Northern 
areas of Asia minor and to us, the people of God at Ascension Lutheran Church in Waukesha, WI. 
Thanks be to God!

Rev. Christian W. MarienIn
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Sisters and Brothers of Ascension,

I am so excited to finally be here with you all. Since my arrival in September, I have had the 
opportunity to participate in some of the activities in the life of this vibrant congregation. I 
would love to eventually participate in every ministry opportunity offered here - at least once. I 
realize now that my ambitious goal will take several months to accomplish.

In addition to Sunday worship responsibilities and administrative tasks, I have been able to 
experience The Power of a Whisper small group campaign. I was even invited to lead a small 
group. I thoroughly enjoyed the experience. As I continue along this very steep learning curve, 
I have had the opportunity to participate in many aspects of ministry:

• Men’s Nurture Bible Study luncheon
• Guest speaker for the Girl Friends Advent Dinner
• SOPHIA breakfast
• Leading bible study at Cross
• Pastoral visits to Waukesha Hospital and the Nurs-

ing Home
• Waukesha Clergy Cluster meeting
• Siebert Foundation Change or Die Conference
• Tuesday morning small group
• JOLT
• New pastors’ gathering - Greater Milwaukee Synod 
• Advent worship planning

As we move forward into 2015, it is my hope to become more deeply connected to the Ascen-
sion community. In fact, I have joined the small groups leadership team and we are already 
exploring ministry opportunities for our Lenten journey together. I am also eager to revive our 
Women of the ELCA unit and become more active on the local regional, national, and interna-
tional levels. Our future together is bright and brimming with possibilities. I look forward to 
our journey together-working for the glory of God.

Rev. Angela T. Khabeb

A Letter from Pastor Angela
W

e 
S

ha
re

 G
od

’s 
L

if
e



A Letter from the Council President

 Your Council at Work for 2014

This year started with energy, excitement and hope.  Hope for the future of Ascension, hope for what could be 
and where could we go as a church.  At the annual leadership retreat we started to lay some ground work for the 
new Arise 2025 Vision.  We spoke about where we have come from and where we are headed as a church.

This year has brought us new faces. A majority of your council members were brand new this year, and the ener-
gy and new excitement was wonderful.  The Director of Youth Ministries, Tony Acompanado is a blessing as he 
continues to move our youth forward. We have moved 
Vicki to full time and that continues to strengthen our 
music program over all. And by the way we also have a 
new Pastor if you have not noticed.  It was a blessing to 
be a part of council this year in such a great turning point 
in our history.  For the past few years Ascension has lived 
in a time of transition.  Now is the time to embrace our 
wonderful Pastoral Team and move Ascension into the 
future.

Changes are at work all around you.  Ascension never 
slows down, we have many wonderful ministries at work 
every day, many members give their time and talents to 
Ascension,  words alone can’t begin to thank the hun-
dreds of you out there that make this Church what it is.  
Ascension also got a new face lift this year; it’s amazing 
the amount of excitement and energy that can come from 
a fresh coat of paint!

In closing over the past 3 years on council, I have seen 
the ups and the downs.  At times it has really tested my 
faith.  Sometimes I would ask myself why?  Why did you 
sign up for this?  Why didn’t you just stay on the sidelines 
and witness church from you little seat in the back? I didn’t know what people meant by God called them to do 
something until just this year.  God is the why, God is why I joined council, God let me know there was a place 
for me and things needed to be done. I have had the honor to serve with many wonderful, smart, passionate 
people over the past 3 years. I truly feel blessed to have been a part of this journey.  And now that the transition 
is over, the smoke has settled.  Ascension is still here, stronger than ever, with energy that hasn’t been seen here 
in years.  ARISE Ascension, become the Church you were always meant to be.

I’ll see you from the sidelines!

Eric Friedrichsohn, Council President



Joyful Worship
Our Joyful Worship has been refreshed by the new paint in the sanctuary, a permanently mounted cross and 
eternal candle, new paraments on the altar and the beautiful banners made by Heidi Bischmann. The new ar-
rangement of the worship space allows our worship to surround the altar and creates a permanent set up for the 
Folk Choir and House Band. We are also preparing for the next step in our media enhanced worship by installing 
the power boxes for the flat screen tvs.

Throughout the past year the Angel and Joyful Sounds Children’s Choirs added voices of joy and praise to wor-
ship at Ascension. The Ascension Choir offered new anthems of praise to enhance our worship experience along 
with well-known favorites, and expand-
ed their ranks through the addition of 
several new members. The Handbell 
Choir and Folk Choir contributed reg-
ularly to 9 a.m. worship, and the House 
Band continued to lead worship at the 
10:45 a.m. service. Through the gener-
osity of a donor, the choir loft was re-
configured into a semi-circle, resulting 
in better utilization of the corner space 
and improved visibility between singers 
and director; and most importantly, it 
allowed the different sections within 
the choir to hear each other. Ascension 
members embraced and sang new litur-
gy from Now the Feast and Celebration 
along with learning new hymns and 
songs from the ELW hymnbook. 

September brought an increase in the hours and responsibilities of our Music Director, Vicki Taylor. This will af-
ford the opportunity for future growth and additions to our music program. Vicki’s responsibilities now include 
planning Joyful Worship in consultation with the pastors. September also included festive worship with voices, 
bells, and bands in celebration of Ascension’s 65th Anniversary.

On November 23 ,we will celebrate Christ the King with the joyful music of the Nordic Brass Ensemble. Our 
annual Advent/Christmas concert worship will be offered December 13 at 6 p.m. and December 14 at 9 a.m. 
and 10:45 a.m. The service of lessons and carols entitled Darkness Into Light will focus on Jesus as the light of the 
world, and will feature our House Band, Folk Choir, Handbell Choir, Children’s Choirs, Ascension Choir, and 
a string quartet. December 21 brings a return of the Children’s Sunday School Christmas Pageant at both 9 and 
10:45 a.m. as a joint effort between Children’s and Music Ministries. What a joy it will be to once again witness 
the children of Ascension praising the birth of our Savior and telling the age-old story through song and scrip-
ture! 

Our smiling greeters welcome us to Joyful Worship, our youth trained as acolytes light our way, our altar guild 
prepares the altar and communion table, our lectors share the good news and our ushers guide us during wor-

ship.          Amy James, Wing Leader - Joyful Worship
    Vicki Taylor, Director of Music Ministries



The Spiritual Growth wing at Ascension continues to be a place of joy as we build disciples for the kingdom of 
God. Spiritual Growth encompasses the education ministries of birth to death.  Our ministries to and with our 
children and youth continue to teach about the importance of a life of faith and a life-long relationship with God.  
We continue to hear of a desire to offer Adult Education on Sunday mornings.  This is a dream we will continue 
to pursue.  Our Stewardship ministry stepped away from a significant member-to-member connection experi-
ence.  The Prayer Group took on new leadership and the prayer chain continues to lift up prayers to God for the 
concerns of the members and friends of our community.  Our Blessed To Be A Blessing Scholarship Program 
continues to support high school graduates who attend Lutheran colleges and universities as well as our Semi-
narian, Steve Bogie at Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago.
The theme for Sunday School for the 2014-2015 school year is “Listening for God”. It ties into the fall campaign 
“The Power of a Whisper”.  Currently we have 51 students registered for 9:00am and 82 students for 10:45am. 
This accounts for three year olds through fifth grade.
For our 9:00am Sunday School the children begin in worship and stay for opening and the children’s message. 
The kids head to East Hall for a large group experience.  We have children from age three to eleven. It is more di-
rected to the younger children (under 4th grade). The curriculum does include activities for children for all ages 
BUT we do not have the volunteer power to put on all the listed activities/games. The fourth and fifth graders are 
at a good age to stay in worship if they choose to and listen to the sermon. Some of the older kids like to come 
and assist the little learner’s complete projects. This Fall we began a new curriculum called “Children’s Church”. 
Once the Pastor is completes the sermon the children come back into church to join their family again.
Our 10:45am Sunday School begins the same as 9:00am. Children begin in church and head out after the chil-
dren’s message. The meet their teacher by grade in the narthex. They all walk to the new wing into their class-
rooms. This is the more traditional Sunday School setting. We use FaithWeaver curriculum. They have a lesson 

each week. FaithWeaver runs on a 3 year scope and sequence 
(fancy way of saying they go through the Bible in 3 years). 
Then families pick up the kids outside of their classroom 
once church is complete.

Puppets of Praise continues to be a part of our children’s 
ministry. They treat the kids to a puppet performance the 
third Sunday of the month if we have Sunday School, always 
a hit with the children!

In September Pastor Chris and I hosted the second grade 
Stepping Stone. The Pastor teaches the children how to use 

their Bible, how to look things up and why it is an important part of their journey of faith. We had 21 children 
receive Bibles as a gift from the congregation. In October I hosted a Three year old Stepping Stone; welcoming 
our newest Sunday school members into their Sunday School journey. I meet with the families and give ideas on 
how to integrate faith into daily life and the importance of attending each week. The kids were gifted a book to 
mark their Stepping Stone. We have welcomed 13 three year olds to begin their faith journey in Ascension’s Sun-
day School program. Vicki Taylor and I are bringing back the Children’s Christmas Pageant this December after 
a year break. We will be continuing old traditions and integrating new ones into the revamped program. We are 
excited to bring back a very beautiful and exciting time for families of young children!
We have a handful very dedicated and wonderful pool of volunteers that do amazing things each and every week 
for our children. I am always looking for new faces to join our wonderful team! I am very grateful for my job and 

the little faces I get to see each week! Jennifer Koutnik, Director of Children’s Ministries

Spiritual Growth



2014 was a year of transition and discovery for Ascension’s youth ministry.  From Elisabeth’s departure in late 
2013 and my arrival in February of 2014 to the writing of this report, Ascension’s youth ministry has been on a 
journey of discovery, transformation, and becoming.  Ascension’s youth ministry is dynamic, exciting, and chal-
lenging in the ways in which we seek to accompany students on their journey of faith and life.  Here are some 
highlights from 2014:
CRASH
Throughout 2014, Ascension’s high school ministry was filled with faith formative and fun events such as 
S.W.A.G (Synod Winter Annual Gathering), the summer mission trip to Cincinnati, a fall immersion retreat fo-
cused on gratitude, and a small group study of the book The Power of a Whisper.  Service learning events such as 
a random acts of kindness scavenger hunt and assisting with Ascension’s Children’s Ministries, to fun/fellowship 
based events like bowling or enjoying time with 
our brothers and sisters at Cross Lutheran in 
Milwaukee on a Fright Hike and are just some 
of the many activities Ascension’s high school 
students have been a part of this past year.  Ad-
ditionally, CRASH students are engaged weekly 
during Sunday night youth group, service proj-
ects, trips to Starbucks, text messaging, Face-
book, and email exchanges and in the places 
outside of church where students are engaged in 
their daily lives – basketball and football games, 
concerts, plays, etc.  Every opportunity is taken 
to remind students who they are and whose 
they are.
JOLT
Ascension’s high-energy confirmation program 
for junior high students is led by Pastor Chris, 
with the support of several adult volunteers and 
myself.   JOLT meets Thursday evenings from 
Oct. – Apr. and includes Adventure Camp in 
June as well.  Adventure Camp is four fun-filled days of whitewater rafting, paintball, high-ropes challenges, and 
much more.  Adventure Camp offers students the opportunity to be challenged, affirmed, supported, and cele-
brated in a fun, Christ-centered environment away from the distractions and stresses of everyday life.  Thursday 
evening JOLT gatherings are filled with fun, fellowship, and small groups that explore how our lives intersect 
God’s story for the world.  This journey of faith formation is specifically designed to excite students about their 
faith, involve them in the life of the church, and most importantly – remind them of the great love God has for 
them and the world.
2014 has definitely been a year of transition and discovery, and as we look ahead to 2015, we intend on capital-
izing on the renewed sense of energy, excitement, and direction from 2014.  The Holy Spirit is stirring amongst 
Ascension’s students and we invite you to walk alongside them as they discover God’s story for their lives.

Tony Acompanado, Director of Youth Ministries



The Caring Relationships wing is comprised of Care Ministries (overseen by Brenda Lytle RN, 
Director of Care Ministries), Small Groups, and many different ministries at Ascension.
It has been a productive year for Care Ministries. We have seen them grow, change, and take on 
a life that nourishes our church and community. We have seen growth in new ministries such 
as Respite Care and our Pastoral Assistant Ministry. The leaders and volunteers are passionate 
about their ministries. Additionally, we have started new programs: Babysitting Classes for our 
teens; fitness and pro-active opportunities, such as Zumba and Yoga; and Grief Share to help heal 
those who are experiencing intense grief.
We look forward to 2015 as we continue to grow. Our goals for 2015 include implementing a 
Divorce Care Program, continuing fitness classes, starting AARP Safe Driving Class, and offering 
CPR or community-based health information for wellness.
The Care Ministries annual plant sale raised $1,623.95. Thanks to all who bought plants or cou-
pons and to Thrivent for their donation of $500. All 
the funds raised support Care Ministries programs.
Touch a Heart
Touch a Heart supports Ascension members 
through prayer shawls, meals, telephone calls, home 
visits, mailed sermons, baby blankets presented 
at baptism, crosses for Christ, and rides to church 
through the use of dedicated volunteers and faithful 
coordinators in all these different ministries. Thanks 
be to God for these faithful people!
Living Letters Ministry
This ministry sent out cards for shut-ins, cancer sur-
vivors, worship leaders, new members, the interim and new pastors, First Communion, Mime, 
Confirmation, Graduates, Sunday School teachers, Altar Group, new staff welcomes, youth trips, 
small group leaders and Christmas concert participants.
Sunshine Ministry
This ministry uplifts the spirits of our Ascension families that are hospitalized, inviduals in need 
of encouragement, families with a new baby, and families in bereavement. We sent cards this 
year to two members celebrating their 100th Birthday! Each card is signed Your Ascension Fami-
ly.
Military Family Ministry
Our mission is to serve those who serve us. We strive to involve as many other church groups in 
this ministry in different ways, such as inviting them to write letters to deployed servicemem-
bers, make cards for veterans and those currently serving, and bake cookies for care packages. 
We have a diverse group of male and female members, veterans, military parents, youth that are 
interested in joining the military, military spouses, and those who have a heart for the military.
This past year, Military Family Ministry sponsored two care package drives, collecting almost 
200lbs of food, toiletries, and games for the troops, and sending 20 care packages to service-
members both deployed and at their Permanent Duty Stations. We sent banners at Christmas 
and Easter to deployed servicemembers with greetings of love and support from members of 
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the congregation; promoted intergenerational involvement by inviting Sunday School children to make cards 
and small groups to write letters; presented a Bible during the blessing given prior to leaving for Basic Training; 
organized an Honor Flight welcome-home and letter writing campaign to honor two of Ascension’s veterans; and 
established a memorial of flags on Ascension’s front lawn over Memorial Day weekend to honor those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice.
The Military Family Mission continues to provide support to veterans and their families, service members and 
their families, and anyone with a connection to the military.
College Care Ministry
We collect and assemble care packages to Ascension College Students wherever they may be studying.  The pack-
ages are sent to arrive before final exam dates. Last year, 24 care packages were sent to College students across the 
country.
New Life MinistryBaskets are assembled and given out to Ascension’s newest babies.  The Knit Wits crochet and 
donate hats, mittens, and booties for the newborns.  Money was raised at a quilt raffle and book fair for new baby 
bibles for the baskets. This ministry spans across generations to include our youngest children.
Bereavement
Mailings are sent to families that suffered loss after one, three, and six months, one year, and at the first Christ-
mas without a loved one. We updated all mailing materials including Ascension’s Grief Support book. We im-
plemented a new Care Ministries program called Grief Share. The program is DVD based and provides help and 
encouragement after the death of a loved one.
Young At Heart
A dynamic group of age 55 and older, who get together once a 
month to enjoy potlucks, activities, speakers, and games. YaH 
had fellowship events, such as a trip to the Fireside Theater and a 
boat tour on Lake Geneva. YaH has been involved in communi-
ty outreach activities for Hope Center and has donated funds to 
ministries such as Military Family Ministry to honor the veterans 
that they have in the group.
Special Friends
This group provides activity and fellowship to those in our 
congregation who have physical or mental challenges. We take 
monthly outings: January-Touch of Glaze; February-Country Springs water park; March-Bowling at Sunset 
Bowl; May-Parent’s night out and Feed the Kids fundraiser; June-mini golf; July-picnic and boating; August-pic-
nic, ice cream social, games, and pond fishing at church; September-Adventure Laser Tag; October-Boo Spectac-
ular at the zoo; November-Christmas Parade; December-ringing bells for Salvation Army at Brookfield Square.
Pastoral Assistants
Each Pastoral Assistant visits Ascension members in the hospital on a designated day of the week. Every day, 
members receive a visit from one of our Pastoral Assistants in the hospital. Our Pastoral Assistants also make 
monthly visits to our homebound members. They provide prayers, communion, and comfort to those in need.
Respite Ministry
This ministry provides short-term, temporary care to people with long term illness or hospice situations in order 
for their familial caregiver to get a break from their daily routine.  Volunteers can do local, small errands, such as 
picking up prescriptions, groceries, etc. Other services, such as housekeeping or yard care, may be incorporated 
into the time as well. This Ministry has a group of dedicated volunteers that help families on a weekly basis.
The Power of a Whisper
There are seven people on the small group leadership team. This year, they put together and hosted the congrega-
tion-wide fall Bible study campaign entitled The Power of a Whisper and aimed at helping us learn how to listen 
for whispers from God. The campaign had 25 groups and 225 participants over the four weeks, including groups 



sponsored by Supermoms and AMEN Ministries. There was also another new study called 
the Daniel Plan this year. The leadership hopes to repeat it in 2015, along with 15 other small 
groups that meet year around.
Small Groups
There are numerous ministries at Ascen-
sion that involve groups of people with 
similar interests gathering to support 
and plan volunteer activities for Ascen-
sion and our community such as Quil-
ters and Crafters, Knit Wits, Girlfriends, 
Dining Divas, Supermoms, and AMEN 
Ministries.
Knit Wits
This group is comprised of around 70 
Ascension and non-Ascension members 
who work to help keep the less fortu-
nate warm one stitch at a time by making hats for charity. They have made more than 750 hats 
that were blessed and delivered to those in need throughout the area such as our partner Cross 
Lutheran Church, the Salvation Army, Hope Center, and Hebron House to name a few.
Supermoms Ministry
This year has brought both change and growth for Supermoms. Due to the increased interest 
in their group, they have become more organized and created a Supermoms Committee. The 

committee created specific leadership 
roles and elected members to these roles. 
Their hope is that by becoming a more 
organized group, that meets on a regular 
basis, they will have a greater impact and 
their members will have a greater voice 
in the activities of our group.
The Supermoms Annual Rummage Sale 
was held in spring and was again a great 
success. They are currently working with 
Pastor Chris to determine how these 
funds can be used to assist Ascension. 
They organized the Fall Festival. They 
are excited about the growth in partic-
ipation from other ministries and are 
hopeful that next year, this activity will 
be organized and planned by a group 
representative of all the interested minis-
tries not just Supermoms.
Other activities organized by Super-
moms this year include a fellowship, 
holiday gift exchange, Spring book study, 
two Fall campaign small groups, partic-

ipation in the Ministry Expo, Scholastic book fair benefiting Sunday School, Easter egg hunt, 
social Summer meet-up, and cookie exchange at Martha Merrell’s, with a percentage of book 
sales benefiting Children’s Hospital. For the future, Supermoms hopes to continue to create fel-R
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lowship and spiritual growth opportunities for mothers and 
children of Ascension. In the next year, we hope specifically 
to do more to connect our members as well as the activities 
of our group to other ministries at Ascension.
AMEN Ministries
AMEN Ministries’ goal is to enable men to grow as disciples 
of Christ. We achieve this goal by organizing and promoting 
activities that provide men an opportunity to strengthen 
their faith, connect with other men and our church, provide 
service projects for our church and the community, and 
develop skills that can be used by men as they seek out ways 
to lead their lives as a servants of Christ.

AMEN planned special events throughout the year which brought people together to enjoy fellowship and 
provided opportunities to strengthen ties to our God and 
church. These events included the No Regrets Men’s Confer-
ence, Men’s Breakfast, grilling after all summer outdoor ser-
vices, Guys Who Grill, and the father/son camping trip. Each 
event had positive impact for the participants and successes, 
which we’ll build on in future years.
AMEN also supported and helped plan volunteer activities 
for our church and our community. AMEN regularly volun-
teers at Hope Center, serving meals. AMEN participated in 
prison ministry by organizing a book/Bible/devotional mate-
rial drive for the Waukesha and Racine correctional systems. 
AMEN also purchases greeting cards throughout the year 
for the prison in Racine. AMEN also provided funding and 
labor for the construction of the outdoor worship shelter.
AMEN Ministries strives to organize activities and oppor-
tunities for men to grow and thrive within Ascension and 
throughout the community. Our strong and committed 
group of leaders realize the value that comes to a church that 
has an engaged male population. The leadership committee 
has worked hard to achieve that in 2014 and will continue 
their work into the future.

Becky Klotz, Wing Leader -
 Caring Relationships
Brenda Lytle, RN, Director of Care Ministries



Mission Outreach
During 2014, the Mission Outreach Wing developed a committee to study and determine di-
rection for Mission Outreach and to re-evaluate, re-vision, and re-energize the wing. Our goal 
was to look at our existing partnerships, develop ways to expand our current partnerships, and 
to look at other mission outreach opportunities. Mission outreach is a part of every Christian’s 
calling. The Mission Outreach Team focused 2014 on educating the congregation about the var-
ious aspects of mission outreach. We organized our communications by three types of missions: 
Church-wide and synod, partnerships, and local outreach opportunities, which we named In Our 
Own Backyard.

Church-wide and Greater Milwaukee Synod
A portion of Ascension’s mission dollars go to the Greater Milwaukee Synod, which supports 
greater church-wide missions that have a global and local impact. We continue to support Out-
reach for Hope through active participation in the Ride for Hope Bike Ride. We also encouraged 
members to participate in A Dollar A Day for Hope devotions during Lent. During April, we 
joined other ELCA churches in 
lifting up the Malaria Campaign 
during World Malaria Week. Great 
results are being achieved in this 
humanitarian effort to reduce ma-
laria.

Partnerships
When we did the listening sessions 
with Pastor Chris last Lenten sea-
son, only a few people could name 
our mission partners. For our part-
nerships to have true meaning, it is 
important that members of the con-
gregation are not only aware of who 
the partners are, but of who we are 
because of our partnerships. Our 
mission partnerships are ministries 
with which Ascension has a deeper, 
ongoing relationship and/or have been designated as partnerships or Companion Synod relation-
ships by the Greater Milwaukee Synod. These partnerships are relationship based and follow the 
accompaniment model of walking together with people who may be of a different culture, race or 
language, yet, together, we are part of the body of Christ. We are brothers and sisters who share 
our faith and join our hearts and hands in mutual Christian love, prayer, learning, and gestures of 
help and care.

Cross Lutheran Church Milwaukee is one of Ascension’s long-term partners. We participate in 
their outreach efforts within their community by serving a meal once a month, collecting dona-
tions for their food pantry on a regular basis and by sharing in worship with our brothers and 
sisters of Cross. We held a Cross Partnership Sunday on July 27 celebrating our many years of 
walking together as true partners sharing the love of Jesus. We invited members of Cross to par-L
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ticipate in the Fall Festival and held a food pantry drive as 
a part of the festival. We look forward to new ways to walk 
with our Cross brothers and sisters. Dave Hammer coordi-
nates the ministry with Cross.
Lutheran Church of El Salvador: The year began with 
word that a volcano had erupted in the area of El Salvador 
where Ascension had many connections. The volcano left 
ash on the crops that were not yet harvested. Ascension 
did a door offering to assist the families affected by the 
volcano. We also had a Food Pack where about 90 people 
packed 79 boxes containing 2,844 bags providing 17,064 
ready to make meals. The Synod El Salvador Committee 
received word that many pastors and their families were 
going hungry because the majority of pastors are working 
without pay. The synod committee committed to raising emergency funds to provide food through the cooper-
ative to help the pastors through this difficult time. Ascension sent some money from the El Salvador fund to 
assist in this and we have received messages of thanks from our brothers and sisters there. El Salvador Sunday 
was May 4, 2014. We lifted up our shared ministries. Rather than our local GMS congregations deciding what is 
needed in El Salvador, we support the pastors of the Salvadoran Lutheran Church with our monetary donations 
to empower them to preach the Gospel and to develop the social ministries that the Salvadorans have identified 
as being needed. One of the areas that has been identified is to provide scholarships so that young children may 
attend school. The average family cannot afford an education for their children, so our donations enable children 
to get an education that will help them move out of poverty and resist gang involvement. Rather than taking 

children from their homes, we support children in their 
local community to be able to attend school.  Donations 
support the child in being able to remain in the school 
and build up the family. A mission trip is being planned 
for spring of 2015. Sarah and Edwin Aparicio coordinate 
the ministry with El Salvador.

Meru Dioceses of Tanzania: The main emphasis of our 
partnership with Tanzania is the Mt. Meru Coffee Project 
(MMCP), which is part of the faith-based relationship 
which started in 1996 between the Diocese of Meru of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania (ELCT) 
and the Greater Milwaukee Synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of America (ELCA).  The MMCP 
originated three years later, in 1999, when a small coffee 
farmer said to a visiting Milwaukee Pastor: “We grow 
coffee; you drink coffee; would you buy your coffee from 
us?” The MMCP’s MISSION is to develop and grow 

justice-based relationships, building on fair trade practices between the Meru coffee growers and US coffee 
consumers. The justice-based pricing has enabled the farmers to: support their families, send their children to 
school. access healthcare, sustain and improve their farms, and support their local cooperatives, villages and 
churches. Our ongoing purchase of Mt. Meru Coffee is the single most important way in which we can grow the 



relationships of this Project, supporting thousands of small family farmers in Tanzania. Providing 
justice through Fair Trade is an integral part of our relationship.

Mission Outreach has also been developing ways to support the water project in Tanzania. Safe 
water for drinking, cooking and health care is essential. Providing water requires long hours of 
hauling water a long distance. 
Providing wells is the single 
most beneficial way to help the 
people help themselves. Dave 
and Barb Hammer coordinate 
the ministry with Meru Dioces-
es.

In Our Own Backyard
Ascension Mission Outreach 
also supports endeavors within 
our own community. We do this 
in three ways: Hands-on (volun-
teering), In-Kind (donations), 
and Financial. We encourage 
individuals and small groups to 
give of themselves by being in-
volved in one of these ways. In 
order to collect donations in a 
more organized way, a new Do-
nation Center was set up in the 
West Hall. During 2014, Ascen-
sion responded to a severe need 
for meals at the Men’s Shelter. 
Within a couple of days, Bob Grady and Iva Richards coordinated three evening meals that were 
served at the shelter. Members of Ascension are involved as volunteers at the Food Pantry, Hope 
Center, and the Literacy Center. Ascension has a long history of working with refugee families. We 
celebrated Refugee Resettlement Sunday by featuring Jo Buth’s work with the refugee families in 
our congregation and our community. We also were able to track the families we have worked with 
in the past to see how they have been successfully integrated into the community.

Another ongoing program in our own backyard is SOPHIA (Stewards of Prophetic Hopeful Inten-
tional Action). Or more simply stated, we are congregations united by people actively living their 
faith and values. Through SOPHIA, we seek to bring justice and hope to those who are in need. In 
recent months, Ascension participated in a Habitat for Humanity build.  Through the hours donat-
ed by Ascension members partnered with others, a family will be able to fulfill the dream of home 
ownership.

The Mission Outreach Committee spent September and October reviewing the goals we had for 
2014 and establishing new goals for the 2015.  Mission Outreach actually touches on all of the oth-
er wings. It is not enough to have a Mission Outreach committee to do mission work, but rather, 
each Christian has been commanded by Jesus to serve others and to walk in Christian love with 
our brothers and sisters in our community and in our world.
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Shirley Wehmeier, Wing Leader - Mission Outreach 



Communications Leg
The Leadership team pictorial bulletin board is continually being updated as new team members 
are added or positions changed.  This bulletin board has provided help for both current and pro-
spective members as well as guests who may want to speak with any of the team members with 
questions or comments.  This leadership team bulletin board has been well received.  

Leadership team members are also continuing to wear nametags which is very helpful to mem-
bers and guests alike. 

The request last year for all members to complete and return a form to update name, address, 
phone, and e-mail addresses was completed with the majority of our membership now receiving 
the newsletter and e-alerts via email. Printed copies of the newsletter are still mailed upon request 
to a few members.

The Welcome Ascension packet and a survey form which was updated and redesigned last year is 
available at the welcome center for visitors/potential members.  A shorter version of the visitor’s 
survey form is also printed in the weekly bulletin.

There are still some areas of communications that need improvement but I am encouraged by the 
overall positive response by Ascension’s members of the goals attained by Communications.

Linda Elder, Communications Leg Leader
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EXECUTIVE STAFF

Pastor 
Rev. Christian W. Marien 

PC@ascensionelca.org

Pastor 
Rev. Angela T. Khabeb 
PA@ascensionelca.org

Director of  Administration 
Amy Gilgenbach 

Admin@ascensionelca.org

Director of  Care Ministries 
Brenda Lytle, RN 

Brenda@ascensionelca.org

Director of  Children’s Ministries 
Jennifer Koutnik 

Jennifer@ascensionelca.org

Director of  Music Ministries 
Vicki Taylor 

Vicki@ascensionelca.org

Director of  Youth Ministries
Tony Acompanado

Tony@ascensionelca.org

SUPPORT STAFF
Administrator for Joyful Worship 

and Spiritual Growth 
Amy Stryker 

AmyS@ascensionelca.org

Administrator for Caring Relation-  
ships and Mission Outreach

Kate Mattson
Kate@ascensionelca.org

Custodians 
Don Malchow 

DWMalchow@wi.rr.com 
and Tim Minkley

Nursery Staff  
Rachel Stemper

Amanda Whitaker

Wedding Coordinator 
Lauri Eckmann 

LEckmann@wi.rr.com

CHURCH COUNCIL & MINISTRY 
TEAM LEADERS
President 
Eric Friedrichsohn 
EricF0481@gmail.com

1st Vice-President 
Nada Draeger 
NJDraeger@msn.com

2nd Vice-President 
Paul Wehmeier 
pwehmeier@wi.rr.com

Secretary 
Katie Voss 
katievoss@yahoo.com

Treasurer 
Doug Bue 
DWBue@wi.rr.com

Members-at-Large 
Steve Bonnell Steve.Bonnell50@gmail.com 
Sheri Greger sheri_frogs@yahoo.com

Becky Klotz Becky.Klotz23@yahoo.com
Cathy Rapp catherinerapp@sbcglobal.net
Marcy Schaefer marcymschaefer@yahoo.com

Roland Tonn tonn41@ameritech.net

Director of  Ministries 
Kelly Hoeg khoeg@wi.rr.com

Director of  Operations 
Peter Laper 
PLaper@oldenburggroup.com

MUSIC STAFF
Adult & Children’s Choir Director 
Vicki Taylor Vicki@ascensionelca.org

House Band Leader 
Ben Janzow Ben@ascensionelca.org

Handbell Choir Director 
Heidi Bischmann 
Heidi@ascensionelca.org

Pianist 
Ray Kinney Raywk2003@yahoo.com

Organists
Vicki Taylor
Rhonda Kwiecien 
Rhonda@ascensionelca.org

(262) 547-8518

admin@ascensionelca.org

facebook.com/ascensionlutheran

www.ascensionelca.org

1415 Dopp Street
Waukesha, WI 53188
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